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Annval Est.lmatﬂ " General debate coneluded
Votes and Jtems discussed

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—TREASURY BILLS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Introduced by the Minister for Lands
(for the Premier), aud read a first time,

BILL—WORKERS* COMPEXNSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previouns sitting; Mr,
Angelo in the Chair, the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

Clause 11—Amendment of Section 18
(partly considered):

Mr. SAMPSON: When Subclause (2) of
Clause 11 was under congideration, pro-
gress was reported, the member for West
Perth having submitted to the Minister in
charge of the Bill a request for the dele-
tion of Subeclause (2). The Minister pro-
posed to explain the matter to the Cowm-
mittee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
Bill provides for appeals only to the full
Arbitration Court, and cuts out the
Supreme Court, the High Court, and other
courts, Therefore the subelanse in ques-
tion iz unnecessary. 1 am advised that it
was not necessary even in the parent Act,
ag its purposes are provided for hy the
common law.

Clausg put and passed.

Claugse 12—Amendment of Section 1 of
First Schedule:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Sub-
clause (3) provides for a maximum weekly
payment to aa incapacitated worker of
£3 10s. In Queensland the maximum is
£2 10s.

The Minister for Works: No; it is
£3 10s., the same as under this Bill

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Queensland law must have been amended
very recently.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that the total payments under this clause
capnot exceed £750. TUnder the existing
Act, however, the mazimum weekly pay-
ment is £2 10s. I had intended to move an
amendment in this conmection.

existing Act the limitation of £1 for medi-
val expenses, which limitation 1 think the
Committee will agree is farcical. Probably
it was inserted to defeat the intention of
the clause, TUnder the Bill as drafted,
medical and ambulance and hospital ex-
penses are unlimited. That is the case in
some States of the Amerivan Union; in
others such expenses are limited to three,
four, or five vears’ wages; in othors again
they are limited to a period of six, nine,
or twelve months. The practice of the
Eastern States of the Commoenwealth in
this connection vaties. The insurance com-
panies inform me that it will be difficult
to cover an indefinite liability. I now
propose to make a limit.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: In Queensland
the limit is £30, and in Victoria £74.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oune
cannot do justice to all cases; in some
cases almost any maximum would prove
inadequate. There are parts of the Yil-
garn goldfield without doctors at all, and
the doctor will not go out there, except
under a guarantee of £50.

Mr. Corboy: He demands the wiring of
the £30 before he gets into his ear.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
North-West if a serious aceident occurs,
necessitating an operation, the surgeon has
te be taken out by aeroplane, That runs
into big money for transport, apart alta-
gether fromn the surgeon’s fees,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Under the
Bill, a worker may injure himself going
to work.

My, Tavlor: He is more likely to injure
himself going hnme,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
has no bearing on it. The method in the
Rill is the correct oae, namcly to say that
all reasonable medical expenses shall be
met; for whenever we impose a limitation
we are bound to inflict hardship some-
where. However, owing to the difficulty
pointed to hy the insurmnce companics, T
propose to limit the amount to £100.

Mr, Taylor: That is to cover everything?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes,
everything, I move an amendment—

That after *‘proviso’’ in line 2 the
words ‘‘and the ingertion of the words
‘not exceeding in the aggregale S0 in
place thereof’’ be inseried.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is not
proposed to compensate to the full any
man who is seriously injured. That ecould
not he done. What is desired is that a
man should get a fized sum on injury,
something to help him along., A man can
take out cover for himself, and T suppose
where men are wurkmg in dapgerous
places that is dome now,

Mr. Taylor: Very seldom.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But it
ean be done. Even the Minister for Works
imposes a limitation. Common sense must
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have some say in these matters. Alen must
have worlc first. No compensation is pay-
able to the man out of work who falls
down and breaks a leg. This provision of
medical attention is probabiy the only one
in the Bill that will be really appreciated
by the average worker. It is not often that
a man loges a limb.

M. Heron: Very often in mining.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Not very
often. o, of course, the payment of medi-
val fees is more important to the worker
than the payment ot compensation for the
loss of a limb; because it is the medical
fees that worry the unforturate man who
has to go to hospital. In Queensland the
limit is £50,’and in Vietoria, £75. The Min-
ister tnight reasonably have adopted one or
other of those amounts. As I eay, this is
the only c¢lauge in the Bill worth anything
te the worker. If the hmit of actual com-
pensation is fixed at £750, with this amend-
ment it will become £850. Our duty is te
provide adegunately for the eare of the work-
ers and the protection of the employers.
Somctimes we have to proteet the waorker
from his friends. I have no objection to
providing adequate medical attention for
bhim. I will not oppose the amendinent,

Mr, CORBOY: I am glad the Leader of
the Opposition has agreed that it is proper
to provide mdequete medical attention. I
regret that the Minister has found it neces-
sary to limit mediezl attention to £100, but
I realise the difficulty with which he is eon-
fronted. The Leader of the Opposition said
the Minister might reasonably have adopted
one or other of the limitations imposed in
the Enstern States. In my opinion £100 is
too low.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Your model
Stare, Queensland, has made it £50.

Mr. CORBOY: Queensland perbhaps is
uvot faced with the difficulties that confront
us. In Queensland £50 might be sufficient
under the conditions prevailing there. The
hon. member is in no hetter pagition to judge
of that than am I. In many districts in this
State, £100 will not be sufficient. In one
instance a doctor insisted upon £30 being
wired to him hefore starting on a journey,
the double distance of which totalled 280
miles, and he arrived at Ravensthorpe 10
minntes after the patieat had died. Tn an-
other instance a doctor was required to go
out 108 miles from Southern Cross. Doctors
in the outhack parts are frequently called
npon to travel long distanees to attend in-
jured men, and in such instances £100 will
not be sufficient. That sum, however, shold
ecover & majority of cases,

Mr. MANN: May naot the maximum be-
come the minimum?

Mr, Carboy: No, only the actunl expense
will be payoble.

Mr. MANN: Tf a doctor knmvs €100 i3
available, he may claim the full amount,

Mr, Stubhs: He would be a poor old
doctor if he did.
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Mr. MANN:
sider the point.

My, TAYLOR: In some parts of the
Rtate £100 will not be sufficient, while in
muny parts it will be too mueh, With the
widely varying conditions prevailing in a
big State like Western Australia, it is very
difficult to fix an amount, [ hope the pro-
vision will not be abuged in the settled parts.
The insurance companies will know what
they have to meet and will base their pre-
miums aceordingly.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: An em-
ployer will be liable for medical expenses
up to £100, and in addition will have to pro-
vide artificial limbs and funeral expenses,
the lasi named amounting to £20.

The Minister for Works: lle will not
have to pay the lot.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: That
ghows the limited vision of the hon. member.
Those ure the clnims that may Le made in
respeet of employees.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
will be a limit of £100 for medical expenses,
which wiil joctude first aid and the services
of a specialist. 1t.is in the interests of both
parties to have u specialist, Lecauge the pa-
rient would probably make a quicker recov-
ery and thus the liability would be lessemed.
In addition, an artificial limb must be pro-
videll or funeral expenses. In some places
renewals of artificial limbs are also provided
for. Roughly, £135 would be the aggregate
liability.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If a max
in walking breaks his leg, he #s protected.
If a man in talking dislocates his jaw, he
is protfected.

The Minister for Works: We know you
are joking, but a lot of people might take
you seriously.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
serious matter to make a man responsible
for his employees when they are out of his
contrel If on a station after working hours
men were dancing, the owner of the property
would have to protect them The liability
is made the greater by reason of having to
protect employees to and from their work,

Clagse, 23 amended, put and passed

(lange 13—Insertion of a section in First
Sehedule:

Hon. Sir JAMES MIUTCHELL: Te ascer-
tain the actoal weekly wage or remuneration
of a niere-worker or a casual we have to take
the amount that the worker might be ex-
pected tn earn in a week ‘Cif he worked for
the hours and at the speed wsnal witk him.’?
Daes this mean that if a man gets heyond
his usual speed a rate will be fixed some-
what higher than it would otherwise bel

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Bill
provides that the weekly wage shall be the
average for 12 months, and not that which
a man is earning at the time of the acrident.
This clause provides a means of ascertain-

The Minister should con-
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ing the amount of a man’s earnings. The
Act shows how the average is arrived at,
and no diffeulty has occurred under it in
the past. The earnings of a picee-worker
vary considerably. He is not always fully
employed, 50 that his earnings have to be
averaged.

Mr. George: Apart from clearing and
timber working, not much piecework is done
in this State.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A good
deal of piecework is done in the bootinaking
aud clothing trades, as well as in the min-
ing industry. These computations have now
been reduced to a fine art.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 14—apreed to.

Clause 15— Amendment of Section 16 of
first schedule:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose the idea of the Minister is that six
months’ trial will prove the total incapacity
of the man injured, and thereupon an an-
nuity can be obtained by the worker at
either his option or that of the employer.
8o long as the amount does not execed £750,
the provision may be a good ome, but in
the vase of a young men, the annuity frum
such an amount would not benefit him very
greatly. He might prefer the whole amount
with which he could start a business,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause does not say that the annuity must
be purehased, but that the lump sum must
be sufficient with which to buy that annuity.
The maximum amount involved is £750.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: This is possible
with compulsory insurance, but would not
be possible where the individual employer
was personally liable.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 16
@irst schedule:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T see that
union secretaries are cropping up again here.
Very soon the worker will mot be able to
call his soul his own. The clavse sets out
that a wnion seeretary or union official may
intervene when an agreement has been ar-
rived at between the cmployer and the
worker for the compounding of a lomp sum
in scttlement of a claim. The worker is to
have no choice, Tbis clause may deprive
him of something the employer is willing ‘o
concede. We are apt to underrate the intel-
ligence of the worker and overrate the ras.
eality of employers.

The Minister for Works: You are a won-
derful optimist.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T am not
a damned fool! T know it is a erime to be
an optimist when all men are pessimists.
What the Minister says is that the worker
and the employer may come to an arrange-
ment, but thia great Pook Bah of a union
gecretary, who i {o control the lives of the

Amendment of Seetion 20 of
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workers, can intervene and ask for a varia-
tivn of the agreement.

Mr. Teesdale: The secretary butts in and
makes trouble.

Mr, Thomsen: That is his job.

JMr. Panton: That is not his job.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
worker desires the union ofticial to imter.
vene, why cunnot he go to him?! The unions
have no more uauthority over the great mass
ol the workers than we have individually.

Mr. Heron: The members themselves are
the union.

Mr, Teesdale: But a man sells his aonl
when le pays LUs. for his ticket.

Mr. Wilson: Monger had great authority
ever some of youl

Mr. Hughes: And lLe was a hard boss,
too.

The Minister for Works: I ean give the
Leader of the Opposition information on the
point that will satisty him.

Mr, Corboy: More optimism!

The MINISTER FOR WOURKS:
objection to a worker compounding
with his employer for a lump settle-
ment is that such aetions aifect the
whole body of the workers concerned in
the industry, tor every such sgettlement is
tuken as a precedent and socner or Jater
iy applied te other workers. If the com-
pouvnding is tor a considerably reduced
amount, that agreement vitally affects
the great mass of the workers, The whole
of an organisation is as much concerned in
that settlement as iz the individual, Two
instances come to my mind that should con-
vince the Leader of the Opposition. I
handled them myself. There was an old
man working in the bush alome. His eye-
sight way destroyed by splinters and he was
taken to the Old Men’s Home, A lawyer
trom an insurance company interviewed him
amd fixed an agreement for the payment of
£40 in full settlemeut of the old chap's
claim, He was being conducted by another
inmate to the city, and they sat in a com-
rartment in the railway train opposite to a
triend ot mine who overheard their conversa-
tion. He said to them, ‘‘ Before yan settle
cn any amount, go to the Trades Hall and
seg MeCailum,'” They saw me and T went
to the insnramee office to inquire alout it.
When T got there I foend that the cheque
had been made out for £40 in full settle-
ment. That was the amount they considered
he was entitled to! I got him £400 and the
Jocket T am wearing now was presented to
me for my action.

Hon. Sir JFames Mitchell: Then the old
man spent some of his money badly.

The MIXNISTER FOR WORKS: T did not
receive the lacket from him. T do not take
hlind ren’s money. There was another rase
at a foundrv, An immigrant was working
with an emery stone when it exploded and
split his right arm open, He ended up with
o stiff wrist, and to a fitter that is tanta-
mornt tn meaning that he must change his
necupation. In those dars a signed anthority
to act was required. I went to the works

The
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and secured from the man the necessary
signed authority. 1 went to the insurance
company to effect a settlement. When they
tound that I was on the job they would not
cvome 1o terms. When that young man went
to the oftive to draw his pay at the works,
they said te him, **XNow you are in for it.
You have nu chance. We will take you
from court to court and it will cost you more
than you can get. We will force you to the
High Court and you will be & ruined man.”’
They scared the young fellow so much that
he vancelled my authority and settled for
£20 ior the loss of his arm.

Mr. George: That was a shame!

Mr. Tecsdale: It was rotten!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
two instanees show how essential it is that
the secretary of a union shall have the right
to step in and object to any such arrange-
ment.

Mr. Teesdale: Was there any question of
full liability involved?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. As
the Aect stands at present it provides that
only those directly interested can object to
a settlement. 1f the person directly con-
cerned ohjects to a proposal for a settle-
ment, the matter can be taken to counrt for
decision. Surely no man is more interested
in such matters than union secretaries who
have to look after the interests of their mem-
bers,

Mr., Sampson: Were particulars of the
eases you have mentioned ever published?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not see that mueh conld be obtained by that
means. If hon. members only knew the
hours I have argued with insurance com-
panies in endeavoura to secure decent settle-
ments, the companics having two or three
lawyers to represent them, while I had only
my own wits to pit against them, they wonld
appreciate the necessity for the clause.

Mr. Sampson: It is hard to believe that
companies would act as you suggest.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I look
uvpon the rlause as one of the most essential
in the Bill. When Mr. A. 8. Canning was
a magistrate here he frequently heard union
secretarics in objeetion to agreements, te-
cause he held that the secretary was inter-
esled, as wembers for whom Fe acted would
be affected by any derigion he might give.
(Other mapgistrates did not adopt that view,
The two instances I have eited should he
sufficient to demonstrate to the Leader of
the Opposition the necessity for rnion
officials being represented when settlements
are heing arrangred.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT: The Min-
ister has not satisfied me. He has said
that men have not been paid fair rompensa-
tion but he has not satisfied the Committee
that the worker had any chance of securing
any more. As to the eompany threatening
the emrlovee, as snggested. that they wonld
take him from court to court, T do not =ee
that the company couwld possibly win swch
a case. T have no objection to an injured
person getting a union official to aet for
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him, but the clause provides that where a
union seeretary may not be wanted, he shall
be allowed to intervene. That is going too
far. All union sceretaries are not reason-
able men. What right have we to say that
2 union secretary or some other union official
shall have the right to ask that an agree-
ment entered into between the worker
and the employer, which does not affect any-
onc else, shall be varied! The Minister
vould provide that mo worker shall be paid
less vompensation than is a fair amount.
We could a) point assessors to decide on the
amount.

The Minister for Works: There i3 pro-
vision for that now in the cxisting law.

Hon, Sir JAMFS MIT(CHELL: We could
provide for a ease being re.opened,

The Minister for Works: By whom?

N, Sleceman: The wnion secretary!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEIL.: Cestainly
not! Union secretaries do no work apart
from their offices; they do mnot work with
other men on jobs.

Mr. Wilsen: They do sometimes.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Very few
of them.

Mr. Wilson: T was a seeretary of a union
and had 2 thousand conl miners under my
contral, and T got £5 a quarter.

AMr. Marshall: You leok like it, tea, poor
little fellow!

Mr. Panton: Tt must have heen a Seotek
coal mine!

Hoan. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: This is
bad law, and that is a1l T have to say about'
it. Why do we not provide in all our laws.
for intervention by union secretariea? I
would support a elause that would have the
effect of compelling companies to pay what-
aver amount was right, where there was a
settiement {o be made between the patties,
T would support a eclauge that wounld cover
the worker even after he had gone that far.
I am not supporting a elanse which says
that a union secretary shall have superior
anthority to the person concerned. Tf some-
one is to be appointed to determine whether
the amount is fair or not it would be hetter
for the Minister to say that in the ease of
a gettlement under the sehedule, the agree-
ment shonld be submitted to the registrar
or some nther public official.

Mr. PANTON: T do not understand why
there should be all this objection te union
secretaries.

Mr. Corbor: The Opposition must talk
ahout somethine,

Mr. PANTON: Members of the Oppo-
sition must surely realise that induvstrial
orgnnisatinns are here to stay, and those
bodies are as mueh entitled to employ an
officer to look after their interests, as any
other section of the community., Invariably
the weorker who is 2 member of an indus-
trial orcanisation—and T supnnse 80 odd
rer cent. of them are members—goes to
the secretary for advice.

Mr. Teesdale: Surely gome of those mem-
hers hbave as much intellect as their seere-
tariest
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Mr. Corboy: But usually the secretary is
more conversant with the Aet.

Mr. PANTON: I have no doubt that
there are scores of members who have more
intellect than the secretaries, but the secre-
taries are paid to study industrial legisla-
tion.

Mr. George: You make them specialists,

Mr. PANTON: I am not going to say
that every secrctary gives the best advice,
but he gives the best advice he can, and
almost invariably it is a pgood deal better
than advice given by lawyers. It stands to
reason that this should be so; because union
secretaries make a study of industrial legis-
lation. Hon. members o%msite can go into
any union secretary’s oftice and they will
find everywhere Acts of Parliament dealing
with industrial legislation very well worn
through constant handling.

Mr, Teesdale: Yes, the secretaries make
cughiona of them.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member is not
too familiar with the manner in which Aets
of Parliament ara bound, or he would know
that they are too hard to use in that way.
The fact remains that a union secretary is
the best man to do the job. If union secre-
taries were given a great deal more power
than they have now, many existing diffi-
culties would disappear.

My, George: Most of them have aggres-
sive jaws,

Mz, Corboy: They need them when they
meet you,

Mr. PANTON: The man who gets to
the top of the tree needs to have an aggres-
sive jaw.

My. MARSHALT:: I would not have risen
but for a remark made by the Leader of
the Opposition which perhaps 1 misunder-
stood. I think he made the statement that
injured parties were never approached by
insurance companies——

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, no.

Mr. MARSHATLL: Then I misurderstood
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr, Teesdale: Well, having misunder-
stood him, sit down.

Mr. MARSHALL: No one will ever un-
derstand the member for Roehourne. I do
not know why our friends opposite seem to
have suech a dislike for union secretaries.
They certainly belie the statements that
they do not see any reason why union secre-
taries should interfere in these matters. Be-
cause after all immediately a union seere-
tary ig prepared to desert his principles of
to-day to adopt the principles of my friends
opposite to-morrow, he is just as good a
eompanion as they are, As soon as he rats,
then he is acceptable to our friends oppo-
site.

Mr. George: We have no room for rats,

The CHATRMAN: Order! There is no-
thing about rats in the Bill.

Mr. MARSHALL: Just imagine an hon.
memher taking exeception to a union seere-
tary looking after the affairs of his umion
and doing the job he is paid for. If some
members here did their work as conscienti-

- ¢ciation or the Master Bakers’
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ously as wnion secrataries do it, the State
would bLenefit.

Mr. Teesdale: Bpeak for Murchison.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tbat is all I rose to
say.

Mr, Teesdale: And that was not inuch.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why do members op-
posite take sech & stand against union scere-
tariest ‘We never hear them take to task
the secretary of the Employers’ Federation
or the sceretary of the Pastoralists’ Asso-
or Master
Butehers' Associations.

Mr. Teesdale: The bhox factory
taries we cannot stand.

Mr. MARSHALL: Oppesition members
attack those who cannot hit back.

Mr. Teesdale: Those secretaries who tear
infants from their mothers’ breasta.

Mr. MARSHALL: Members opposite, be-
cause they are not able to enslave the aver-
age industrialist, attack the union secre-
taries who look after the interests of the
industrialist. Members opposite have the
audacity to say that union secretsrins cajse
trouble, They certzinly cannot do it unless
there is somebody to cause trouble with,

Mr., Sampson: It is very wicked on the
part of anyonc to hold opposite views.

Mr. MARSHALL: By Act of Parlia-
ment union seeretaries should be given more
authority when they are dealing with the
welfare of the industrialists of the State,
I regret very much that the Mivister has
not seen fit to introduce imto this Bill a
provision making it illegal, under a heavy
penalty, to approach any injured worker
with a view to cuiting down any com-
peusation provided by this measnre. I
have knowa the agent of an insurance
company to approach an injured man while
he was still laid up, and T have known an
injured miner, an illiterate foreigner, to
be induced to sign a most unjust agree-
ment with an insurance company in sach
circumstapces. Union secretaries should
certainly be permitted to see that their
metmbers are not exploited, but receive
justice. We do not object to the Employ-
ers’ Federation and its secretary looking
after the interests of individual smployers.

Mr. WILSON: As a union secretary I
have known only two cases out of the very
Jarge number I was concerned with where-
in the insurance companies did not fight
the elaim to the last diteh. A Collie resi-
dent named Young logt mearly half hias
foot in an accident, and the insnrance
company had the damned audacity to offer
him a paltry £20. I stepped in and got the
man a fair go. True, union representatives
will sometimes give bad advice; T may
have done so myself. But the union secre-
tary makes the industrial laws his special
study. TUnion secretaries are not neces-
sarily out for their own advantage, as I
may instance from the fact that when
holding the pnsition of secretary io a
Victorian union numbering 1,100 members
T received a salary of £5 per quarter. In-
jured men and widows are frequently brow-

secre-
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beaten by the ugents of insurance com-
panies. Union representatives fight such
cases tor people whe are unable to defend
their own interests. There are insurance
companies that would take a man down
fur his socks.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I have known
of generous settlements.

AMr. WILSON: I know of disgraceful
settlements.

Mr. George: Burely there have bheen
some devent settlements.

Mr. WILSON: Yes; but thera have been
some extraordinarily bad settiements for
the workers, and it is to prevent such
settlements that the union representative
is wanted there. This clause is not direected
againat the good employer, .

Mr. GEORGE: The references to unfon
gecretaries should be taken in good part
by hon. members opposite. Ay sympathies
have always been with the union secre-
taries. The object of hon, members
opposite is really to save a man from him-
self. Union discipline is pretty good, and
the worker of to-day knows that his onion
represents him and that the secretary Is
specially trained in the matter of indus-
trial lJaws. As a rule, an injured man goes
atraight away to the union mecretary; or
if he does not do it, his wife does, or his
mate does.

Mr. Hughes: Not in all cases by any
means.
Mr. GEQORGE: Wby not imsert in the

elause words to the effect that no settle-
ment shall be made by an injured party
except through the instrumenxtality of his
union secretary? The clause as it stands
means that the registration of a gettlement
made in gnod faith by an injured man may
be bloeked by his union asecretary. Why
shonld not sueh a man be allowed to fry
in his own fat, instead of the employer
being put to further trouble and ezpense?
Smail employers would not be able to
carry on extended litigation. Though I d»
not agree with it, & provision might, T
suggest, be inserted to the effect that
members of unions must do all their in-
dustrial legal business through the union
secretary.

Mr, Hughes: Will you let the se¢retary
plead the case in court?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. GEORGE: The ohject of the Arbi-
tration Aet Amendment Bill and of the
Bill now hefore us is to gecure to the
workers the protection they are entitled
te, Members of the Opposition do not
ohject to men receiving fair compensation,
but we contend the fullest consideration
shonld be given to the employers. It ia
not in the interests of the workers that
the emplovers’ resources should he de-
pleted to sueh an extent that they may
not he able to carry on. The incidence of
the impost wonld not fall so heavily on
combines and large industrial enterprises,

[51]

1315

but in a pioneering country such as West-
ern Australia, expenditure piled on ex-
penditure may seriously interfere with the
ability of smaller employers to continue
operations, I think the object of the Mik-
ister would be achieved if he were to pro-
vide that members of uniong should con-
duet these negotiations through the secre-
taries of their respective organisations.
As the clause stands, it is possible that
after the employee and the employer have
agreed regarding thp compensation to be
paid, a union secretary may, withunt
adequate reason, intervene amd put the
employer to still further expense in settling
the matter, without advancing the iater-
ests of the worker at all,

AMr, MILLENGTON: The object of the
clause is not 80 much to give recopgnition
to union officials as to protect the injured
worker. Members of the Opposition say
they do not object to eompensation being
paid, and that being so, they should be
willing to assist in affording the necessary
protection to workers. T have had experi-
ence in conducting these negotiations and
the difficnlty is that the injured workers
do not know, as a rule, what they are en-
titled to. They may accept settlements
that not only work an injustice to them-
selves, but to other workers becange thosze
settlements are taken as precedents. Man-

irs of companies know gettlements that

take placein other Statesas well asin Wesl:-
ern Austrglia, and know what the law is,
Thus a worker, nnacquainted with the law,
can be bluffed easily. I give some com-
panies ecredit for a desire to give the inm-
jured worker a reasonable desl], but in hun-
dreds of instances I have knmown them to
drive hard bargains. In one instance amn
insurance company offered a man who had
injured a finger, but had not quite lost the
uge of it, £15 by way of compensation,
whereas he was entifled by law to £50.
When I went to sce the manager, he agreed,
without any explanation whatever, to pay
the £50. Recently o man came from Kal-
goorlie with an injured eye. An insurance
ecompany offered him £50 compensation, and
after a very brief discussion gave him £120,
In another instance, o man was offered £50
for the loss of a thumb, although the com-
pany knew that he was entitled to any-
thing from £100 to £120. Again after 2
brief discussion they paid him something
over £100. There is competition amongst
companys and if a manager makes a good
settlement he gets a eertain amount ot
eredit, the other companies get to know
about it and when other injured workers
apply for their compensation those settle-
meats are quoted. Had there been a union
offieial in the distriet, the instance given by
the member for Reebonrme would not have
happened, for the union official would have
told the man what he was entitled to.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
would also tell the man that.

A magistrate
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Mr. MILLINGTON: TUnder the present
law objections have been taken by union
officials as suggested in the elause. Surely
members of the Opposition will not assist
companies to deliberately defeat the law by
endeavouring to effect settlements on a
lower rate of compensation than is provided
by the Act.

Hon. Bir Jameg Mitchell: Certainly not.

My, MILLINGTON: Then the Opposi-
tion shonld assist in preventing such oe-
currences and agree to the clause.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No com-
pany worthy of the mame would wish to
do other than a fair thing to an injured
worker, We object, however, to giving the
power to union gecretaries to intervene ex-
cept at the roquest of injured men. If any-
thing of the msort is to be done it should be
by an offiial eontrolied by the Minister and
not by a union seeretary.

Clanse put and passed.
Clause 17—agreed to.

Clause 18—8abstitution of new Seeond
Schedule:

Hon, S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
schedule sets up percentage values different
from those in the existing schedule. For the
major injuries it is quite right to provide
the maximum amount payable, which the
Minister has fixed at £750. On the other
hand, some of the other amounts payahle
are altogether disproportionate. For the loss
of either arm or the greater part thereof,
the schedunle provides for the paymeant of
£675, whereas for the loss of both hands, or
both eyes, the amount payable is £750, or
only £75 more. That does not seem a fair
proportionate difference. For the loss of a
leg the worker is to be entitled to £600, as
againgt £75¢ for both feet. So it is all
along the line. The percentages are not
proportiomate to those contained in the
schedule to the parent Act and are alte-
gether disproportionate to the maximuam
payments provided. A man is to get £250
for the loss of s thumb, whereas he pre-
vionsly got £150. I do mot know how the
Minigter has arrived at this seale. I shonll
like him to tell us on what basis he worked
in compiling it.

Mr. TEESDALE: Provision ought to be
made that if a man is compemsated for
ntore than ome jnjury under this schedule he
should not be entitled to receive a greater
sum than the mazimum set down.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: That is pro-
vided.

Mr. TEESDALE: I do not seeit. If a
man logses a foof, and the hearing of one
car, he is to reeeive £823, which is more
than he would receive if he lost the sight of
hoth eves. No provision iz made that ke
shall not be compensated for more than one
injury.

The Minister for Worka: If he suffers
two injuries he cannot ¢laim more than the
maximuom,

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister might give
us some information in respect to the com-
pilation of the schedule. For most of the
injuries the echednle in the Queensiand Aect
provides sams considerably below those
given here.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
s0.
Mr. GEORGE: For ezample, according to
this schedule, the loss of hearing entitles a
man to £800, whereas in Queensland the
amount iz £373. Cemplete deafnesa of ome
ear entitles o man to £300 in Western Aus-
tralia, whereas in Quecnsland crly £73 is
provided, Yet Queensland is regarded by
Labour as being in the forcfront of ad-
vancement in industrial matters. Therefore,
T should like to hear the Minister's reasons
for the much higher figures shown here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In com-
piting the schedule I had before me the
sehedutleg in all the Acts I vould colleet, the
Queenstand Aet as well as the Acts in the
0Old World, T am utterly diszatisfied with tha
schednles in our existing Act, and I have
set thia out as being a fair thing.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Does the
Minister think that if a man is to get only
£750 for the loss of both eyes it is reason-
able to say that £600 shonld be paid for the
loss of a leg? Of course, no one would lose
a leg for £600. But that iy not the point.

The Minister for Works: No, the point
is that the greater sum is too smell.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
be if it were possible to provide am amount
safficient to compensate a man for the loss
he suffers. No Workers’ Compensation Act
cap do that, for it wonld mean that the cost
of insurance would be so high that wages
would have to be reduced. [Eaeh inmjury
shonld bear some relation to the maximum.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 19— Addition of Third Schedule:

Mr. SAMPSON: The schedule includes a
number of complainta or diseases that it will
be difficult te prove have been contracted as
the result of industrial conditions  Take
anthrax: aceording to the statemenmt in the
schedule, anthrax arises from wool ¢ombing,
woul seouring, and the bandling of hides,
skins, ete  But if we are to rely npon a
standard work, such as Black’s Medical
Dictionary, we find that anthrax ean be cou-
tracted by other means, and is even known
by other names, such as malignant pustules,
and wool sorter’s disease The schedule de-
clares that zymotie diseases nrise from any
industrial process. According to Black's
dictionary zymotic diseases are epid mie,
enidemiv, contagious or sporadic diseases sup-
posed to be produced by some morbific prin-
ciple arting onm the system like a ferment.
So it will e seen that, in respect of zymotic
dizeases, the schedule is not borne out hy
this metieal work. Cancer. ton, is deseriberl
in the selieilule as a disease hrought ahout
by an imlnstrial process. Here again the
schedule is at variance with Black’s Medieal
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Dictivnary, which declares that the cause of
cancer s stitl undiscovered,  §f it could he
shown ihat canerr arose from any industrial
process i srould certainly say the disease
ougnt 1o le included in the schednle; but
ihercv is an absence of knowledge on the sub-
ject wuieh, 1 think, renders tie inclusion of
the uisease in the sehedule quite wnwar-
rantcd,  Chrome ukeration is also included
anid the description against it is ‘‘any pro-
«ess inmvolving the nge of chromie acid or
Li-chromate of ammoniwm, potassium, eor
sodium, or their preparations.'” *-Black’s
Medieal Dictionary’’ says——
¢ hromie acid is a vaustie much vsed in
sn:all operstions on the nose and throat.
lvs appearance is that of deep crimson
erystals.
bi-chromate of potassium, are moeh used
for paints and dyes ot various shades of
yellow and orange, and are poisonous, In
the process of manutacture of these sub-
stances, workmen who neglect to wash the
ekin earefully are apt to suffer from
uleers. These are eavsed by a deposit of
the chromate acid or its salts in ¢cracks of
the skin, which is thereby destroyed, leav-
ing a callous ulcer with hard, thick edges,
very difflcult to head.
“Thus there seems justification for the in.
clusion: of chrome uleeration. Dermatitis—
any industrial process—is thus described—
Apy inflammation .of the skin, though
the name is uswvaily restricted to those
affeetions in which the ecuticle comes off
in large flakes, leaving a red surface be-
hind,
I know a patient who continually lost the
skin of both hands, and he bad never been
engaged in an industrial process.  These
matiers should be referred toe men medieally
qualified’ to express an opinion, before we
apprave of them.

The Minister for Works: You have taken
no notice of what I told you.

Mr. SAMPSON: Does the Minister pro-
pose to submit these matters to medical
apthorities?

The Minister for Worka: T told you the
list emanated from medical anthorities.

Mr. 8AMPSON: I have quoted from a
standard work passages that indicate cer-
tain of these diseases shonld not be ineluded.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
surpriged that this matter should be treated
so lightly by some members opposite.

Mr. Latham: No one is treating it lightly.

Mr. Sampson: I objeet to anvene say-
ing I am treating it lightly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T said
some members opposite.

Mr. Latham: Well, name them'

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Th: member for
York, by his interjections, for one.

Mr. Latham: XNothing of the kind,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When I
introduced the Bill T explained that the
schedule of diseases was that approved of
by the Interstate Conferemce of the chief
medieal offirers of the Commonwealth and

Two of its salts, ehromate and:
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the chief inspectors of factories, not a eon-
ference of irade umion secretaries, Labour
agitators, or party peoliticians. The confer-
eliee cousisted of Dr. Park, Acting Director
General ot Health for the Commonwealth
Dr. Robertson, Director Industrial Hygiene
Division of the Commonwealth Department
ot Health; Lr, Badham, Medieal Officer of
Industrial ifygiene, New South Wales; Mr.
<. 1. Taylor, Railway Medical Officer of
New South Wales; Mr, W. 1. Taylor, Chief
Ingpector of Factories and Investigation
Officer, New Sooth Wales; Mr. E. Robert-
son, Cheirmnn of the Vietorian Health Com-
mission; Mr., H, M. Marphy, Secretary for
Labour, Melbourne; Dr. Ramsay Smith,
Chairman of Central Board of Health of
South Australia; Dr. E. Atkinson, Commis-
sioner of Public Health, Western Anstralia;
Mr. C. Bradshaw, Chief Inspector o Pae-
tories, Wesfern Australia; and Mr. Rey-
nols, Chief Imspeetor of Faefories, Tas-
mania. The schedule emanated from that
conference. I have not added "o, or taken
away, one line of their recommendations.
These are the most highly qualified men in
the Commonwedlih and they agreed to the
follgwing thotion:—

It is desirable that each Siate of the
Commonwealth should have in effective
operation legisiatign controiling: ocevpa-
tions dangerons to the health of those
employed therein, and that every Aus-
tralian Seate showld afford compensation
for industrial discaees.

Dr. Atkinson says, " Thig resolution wag
curried unhesitatingly and unawimiously,’’
and he alsy sayg thiere i not fhie least doubt
eavh of the Statey will adopt it. It happons
that we are the flrst to move, beckuse our
Bill' was on the stocky 4t the tithe. Mem-
bers argue tHat these diseases dYe' mvt all
the outeomie of occupations followed by
workers. But the metiiber for Swan might
contract every diseage in the schedule, and
unless He could show it was contracfed in
the course of his occupation, he could not
come under thé Aect.

Mr. Teesdale: You will admit that canvcer
would be rather difficult to prove?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The first
step necessary is for the doctor of the
worker to certify that the man is suffering
from an industrial disease under the Act,
contracted in following his oecupation. The
certificate goes to the Chief Medieal Officer,
who investigates, and if there is any dispute
the insurance company may call in their
doctor. If there is a disagreement, the mat-
ter is roeferred to a medical referee, and
there is an appeal from him to the Court
of Arhiteation. Tt muost be shown clearly
and distinetly that the disease arose from
following the ovcupation; otherwise the
worker would not come under the provisions
of the Aect.

Mr. Sampson: Dd the cvonferemce agrees
it wus possiide to determine at what stage
cancer 1s contracted!
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, in-
dustrial cancer. To show how fair I have
been, in the first drait of tbe Bill, I pro-
vided fur cancer under tywo headings, accord-
ing to the British law, namely, for chim-
ney sweeps' eancer, and for caneer applying

to the meat. trade, but the conference carried.

a reselution applying it to all industrial
oceupations,
matter with Dr. Atkinson, and he told me
industrial cancer is well known to the medical
protession and is easily traceable to several
occupations, notably those invelving the nse
of piteh and tar and petrolemn oile, ard
amongst chimney gweepy. If there be a
case of general cancer that eannot be traced
to the worker’s occupation, the sufferer will
not come unpder the Act, Zymotic diseased
will chiefly arise nmongst employees engaged
in hospital and ambulance work.

Mr. Davy: Suppose n man caugbt infly-
enza or bubopie plague while on his way
home from work in a iram, wonld he be
covered !

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No.

Mr. Davy: Why not?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Becauge
he would not have caught it in following his
occupation.

Mr, Davy: But he is covered until he
reaches home.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I re-
mind the hon. member of the first step neces-
sary to get a certificate that the disease was
contracted in the ecourse of the worker’s oe-
cupation. I know how difficult it will be to
substantiate a worker’s elaim. I know how
conservative are the bulk of the medieal
profession. When they know their certifi-
cates will be examined by other medical
men and are subject to appeal to the court,
they will be exceedingly careful in giving
a certificate. Ny fear i3 that they will eon-
gtrue the Aet pot liberally but in the other
direction. A number of these diseases are
compensahle only when contracted in speci-
fied industries. All the safeguards necessary
are set out here. This schedule is not the
product of the Government or of any party
polities, Tt is the product of the most
highly aualified men in the Continent, and
T have not added to it or taken from it in
apy way,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yoa are the fos-
ter parent,

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: T would
have liked to add to it. but decided to ad-
here to the deecision of the conference. T
have put into it no discases that would tend
to benefit the party to which I belone. T
hope the schednle will not he treated in
the party =pirit. It was adopted hy impar-
tial men, and is set down here without al-
terntion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
jster says the schedule waa recommended by
medical men. but having adopted it he most
take the responsibilitv of it.

The Minister for Works: T do not want
to disown it. T

This afternoon I discussed the °
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: His re-
marks sounded like that. This is the first
time we have eovered industrial diseases in
this way, and the Minister migbt have told
us more about the schedule. They were not
all medical men who made up this list.

The Minister for Railways: All the medieal
men who were there agiced to it.

Hon. Sir JAMERS MIT(UELL: The Min-
igter says so, )

The Minister for Works: I do not say so,
but I read from their report.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MIT(HELL: I do not
doubt the Minister. We cannot get anvthing
from bim, so we will hare to be content.

Mr. SAMPSON: The position is awk-
ward, Medieal science has not been able
to determine the cause of cancer. If it can he
identified and proved to arise from certain
industrial ccenpations, provision shounld be
made for that. Tf a c¢lerk develops lung
trontle throngh working in ill ventilated
premises, he too should be protected. To
what do the asterisks refer?

The Minister for Works: These are the
notifiable diseases.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 20—Amendment of fthird sche-
dule:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What is
the idea of striking out the words ‘‘any
distance’’? -

The Minister for Works:
meaningless.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 21—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 4—Amendment of Sec-
tion 6:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I under-
took to have this looked into with a view
to seeing that the maximnm amount io-
volved would be £750, I move an amend-
ment—

That in proposed Subsection 4, para-
graph (b) the words ‘' Nothing in this
suhgection or the aecond sehedule shail
Timil the amount of '’ be struck out and
“subject to pavagraph (f) this subsection
shall not limit or affect the’’ be inserted
i lier,

Mr. DAVY: Before the Minister goes on
with this amendment I wish fo move to
wipe out the second schedule altogether.
Tt is an uwnfair and illogical way to assess
compensation, particularly if we are going
te make a lump sum of it. T see mo reason
why a man who has received permanent
internal injuries preventing him from
working should not be on the same footing
as the man who has lost, say, two legs. 1f
the idea is that the second sehedule shall
provide compensation for pain and suffer-
ing, why is not the man who loses his nose
getting any compensation? Why should
the maore spectacular kind of injury he
nicked out for sperial treatment? A man
ought to be compensated for the loss of his

They are
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ea:ning capacity. If that is to be the
ba is, I shall be in favour of wiping out
the limit. The second sehedule should be
abulished, as being unjust to the worker,
and also as being illogical.

Amendment, by leave, temporarily with-
drawn.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) -f proposed Sub-
gection + be stiuck out.

Amendment put and negatived.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I again
move my amendment—

That in proposed Subsection 4, para
graph (b) the words *‘Nothing in this
subsection or the second schedule shall
Limit the amourt of?’ be struck out and
‘'subject tv  paragraph  (f)  this sub-
section shall wot limit or affect the'' be
tnserted in liew.

Mr. DAYY: Even with this amenament
there will be a distinet eontradiction in
the terms of the ¢lavse. Whether the court
would hold in the end that the Mlinister’s
jntention has been expressed or not, I
should not like to say; but we shall get the
anomalous position of having in this para-
grapb the words ‘‘which shall be paid as
lump sums without deduction,’” and in the
next paragraph the words ‘‘no amount so
recovered shall be deducted from the com-
Ppensation payable in aceordance with the
said table.’’

The Minister for Works: The whole
thing is subject to paragraph (f).

Mr. DAVY: T fear there will be all
sorts of misunderstandings.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That in parvagraph (f) of p.oposed
Subgection 4§ the words ‘‘compensation
under paragraph (b) of this subsection
and to’’ be slruck ont.

Amendmeni put and passed,

Mr, DAVY: Subclause 5 proposes to give
a diseretion to the Minister to deeide Ly
what industrial magistrate proceedings
under this measure, that is to say a claim
by a worker, shall be heard. That secuns
to me a novel and extraordinary proposi-
tion. Does the Minister insist upon it? T
know of no other law in this community
or anywhere else enabling a Minister of
the Crown to decide what kind of judge
ghall hear a case. In addition, we find
that the proceedings are to be taken in the
local court and that any appeal i to be
to the Arbitration Court. TUnder the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aet Amendment Bill,
which the Minister hopes will become law
soon. the President of the Arbitration
Court may not be a lawyer at all; and so we
may have three absolute laymen endeavour-
ing to wrestle with the problems of this
measure,
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: We shall get com-
tnonsense then, -

Mr. DAVY: Uninformed common sense
is no more likely to get to the truth of the
thing thaun, shall 1 say, rare sense. It does
seem extraordinary that in respect of this
measure, which is perhaps the most com-
plicated piece of legislation we have, rais-
ing intricate questions of interpretation,
the final decision as to what the measure
means may possibly be in the hands of
laymen. And a man who bas a claim made
against bim under the measure will be
nnable to be represented before the Arbi-
tration Court, which forbids the appear-
ance of lawyers except in enforcement
cases. We may see the spectacle of a man
going into the Arbitration Court and argu-
ing his own case on appeal. The Minister
will find that his amendments have further
complicated the position,

The Minister for Works: I am told they

have every lawyer on the Terrace think-
ing.
Mr. DAVY: Yes; and those are the
problems which the Minister proposes shall
be dealt with by a bench of laymen in the
Arbitration Court. I admit that in New
Zealand for some time past appeals have
been heard by the Arbitration Court; but
the President of that court must, I under-
stand, be a lawyer. Further, lawyers are
not debarred from arguing cases before the
New Zealard Arbitration Court. Then, too,
the New Zealand law provides, under the
Declaratory Judgments Act, that anybedy
can get the interpretation of a statute by
taking out an originating summons and
having the matter heard by the T'ull Court,
Thus in New Zealand a peint of doubt can
go to the TFull Court and a proper
decision can be obtained. But here we
shall have industrial magistrates appointed
by the Minister, and a bench of laymen.
Tt seems to me that the clause will lead to
ennfusion of the worst kind. T had hoped
that the Minister might consider a proposal
to leave the law as it stands at present. 1
would like to hear him define what the words
$5if the Minister so directs'' really mean.
Why shonld the Minister take power to say
bhefore what magistrate a case is to he
dealt with?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for West Perth has entirely mis-
understood the elause, It is suggested that
indostrial magistrates shall be appeinted
in given districts, hut it is not thought that
we will be able to appoint such magistrates
in every distriet. The clause merely pro-
vides that the Minister shall have power to
appoint an industrial magistrate to hear
case.

Mr, Pavy: But it does not sav se.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt is
guite clear that that is what it does mean.
When the Minister appoints an industrial
magistrate in an area, the case will he
heard hefore that magistrate. That is
clearly set out and hon. members know that
it is there.
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Mr. Davy: That is mot a fair thing to
SAY.

The MINISTER POR WORKB: It is
fair. The romarks of some hon. members
are tiresome.

Hon. 8ir James Mitelell: Now you are
metting abusive, '

The MINISTER

FOR WORKS: 1 am

not.  You have used strong languaze, and |
aw tired of it. T£ 1 hiad =ait what you have
sait, T would have heen callell to order

long ago. We do not say that we shall be
able to ajpoint industrial magistrates for
every district and the clause will enable
the Minister to appoint a wmagistrate to
leal with a case to be heard in a distriet
where there is no industrial magistrate al-
ready appointed. Ft is set out as plainly
as possibte, I do not think that anyone
reiding the elause will doubt it.

Hou. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: We will
not lLe talked to hy the Minister in sueh
a way! He is here to explain his proposals
to the (ammittec. If he will not do that
fairly, he will be talked to squarely. The
clause gives the Minister power to say that
a case shatl be heard before su¢h indus-
trial magistrate as he may direet. I do not
know why the Minister should objeet ta the
stgrestion we make that the clause means
that the Minister may direct a case to te
heard, not before the local court, but be-
fore an industrinl magistrate should he so
direet. That is what the clause states dis-
tinetly.

Mr. DAVY: It is unfair for the Minister
tn make such statements about my remarks.
When he catehes e speaking dishonestly
about a eclause, I will give him leave to say
that T am stishonest and shall not ask him
to withdraw his statement. T have given my
lionest opinion regarding the efect of the
first paragraph of the subclause, I claim
that it sefs out that the Minister may direct
that any particular case shall be heard by
an industrial magistrate. If I were not per.
fectly satisfied as to the meaning of the
worids, I would not have the impudence to
express my opinion to the Committee, I
may he wrong, but the Minister has no right
to say I am expressing dishonest opinions.
If the Minister's intention is as he states.
T suggest he may pessibly he wrong and
that he shorld ask for the opinion of some-
ane else, and in the event of his ascertaining
that he is wrong, make the necessary amend-
meant.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: It is sur-
prising to me that the Minister has kept
his temper for so long. Nothing bet innuen-
does have been thrown across the floor of
the House since the Bill has been before
memt ers,

Hen, Sir James Mitehell: Whe bas done

that?
The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: T object
to the term ‘‘scandalons procecdings’’

being hurled aeross at us from time to time.
We il not adopt such tactics when we were
sitting in Opposition. Any Rill brought
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betore us wns treated on its merits without:
any such inwuendoes.

My, Teesdale: That was rather wmild to
sewe of the terms you used.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: \When
the term ‘“‘sceandalous’™ is applied to the
Minister, it applics to everyone on the Gov-
crient side of the House,

Mr. Teesdule: Tlat expression hax not
bern used onee to-nicht,

The Minister for Works: 1t has becn used
i dozen times.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: When
the member for West Perth was speaking,
the term was used by another hon, member,
and it is about time that sort of thing
stop] ed.

Mr. Teesdale: It ean be said that a
clause is a scamlalouy one without any re-
flection being cast on the Minister,

The MINISTER FOR LANDSN: The
whele Bill has been referred to as sean-
dalous. The measure merely secks to afford

protection to the workers.

Mr., Teesdale: And we want to help you,

The MINISTER FUOR LANDS: Some
members of the Op:osition <o, others do
not. | hope the O:position will follow the
example set by Lakour members when they
were sitting in Oppousition,

Houn. Sir James Mitehell:
fatter vourself!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: | am
uot. I am merely quoting the preseat
Leader ot the Ojpusition who frequently
said that we had helped him while he was
in charge of the Governmeni. When the
Teader of the Opposition throws accusations
across the floor of the Chamber, saving that
these are seandatous proceedings, it is time
that he stopped it. [ exject the sae treat-
muent from him as we extended to him, and
we don’t want any more. of this sort of
thing. A fair nomber of the magistrates
vow uare lawyers, but they are not termed
industrial magistrates to-day.

Me, Davy: I do not say there is anything
wrong in the Minister appointing certain
persons to he industrial magistrates,

Th~ MINTISTER FOR LANDS: Tt may
be that at Northam there is no resident
magistrate. The Minister, therefore, is to
be given power to direct that a case to be
tealt with there, shall be heard tefore an
industrial magistrate or a resident magis-
trate. There is nothing wrong about that.
[ am certain that the persons concerned will
welcome the provision. How many times
bave we known of cases being postponed so
that the hearing may be taken before a resi-
dent magistrate?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the clause
may bhave the effect of permitting the Minis-
ter tn tanke the casc away from a conrt
where there is n resident magistrate,

Th+ MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not so. T have read the Bill and have aot
taken otler veople’s brains for it

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: You have no
riekt to be offensive,

You need not
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
people are offensive to me, I will be offen-
give to them, I have tried to avoid it.

MMr, Teesdale: Don’t rnin your reputation
now,

The MIXISTER FOR LANIES: 1 cannot
stand too much of it. The clause will be of
benetit to those affected by the Bill, I hope
tbhis particviar provision will not be required,
Lut it may have the effect of preventing acet-
dents, Owing to the neglect of some em-
ployers to spend a few pounds to provide
safeguards in connection with machinery,
and thus protect the workers, many accidents
have accurred. Tbe Bill may have the effect
of causing those improvements to be made.

Mr, DAVY: The Minister may appoint
industrinl magistrates in Perth, Albany, or
Northam, for instance, and in each case those
magistrates would probably be the resident
magistrate or police magistrate. Tt may be
that the resillent magistrate at Bunbury may
not be appointed an industrial magisirate.
There i3 nothing to provide that all magis-
trates shall be appointed industrial magis-
trates, That being so, the clause will give
the Minister power to suy that a case that
would be fried in Bunbury, shall be- tried
in Perth because there is no industrial
magistrate at Bunbury.

The Minister for Lands: Or he may ap-
point the magistrate in Perth to go to Bun-
bury to hear it.

Mr, DAVY:
WTong.

The Minister for Lands: How many times
did the late Government appoint a resident
magistrate to try cases that a judge shounld
have dealt with?

Mr, DAVY: That is a different proposition
altogether.  That applied to eriminal
cazes and the appointment of a speeial
commissioner saved the necessity for
sending a judge to some distant centre.
[ understand the Minister does not really
intend this, but at all events the words ap-
pear to me to he wrong.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister for Lands, apparently, did not under-
stand the positinn ag it has been explained
by the member for West Perth (Mr. Davy).
In any ease, if we regard a statement as
srandalons, we are enfitled to say so.

Hou. W, D. Jehnson: But yon should say
it in a polite wav.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MTTCHbLLL: We try
to.

Clause, a8 amended, pot and passed.
New clanse:

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T move—

That the following new clause be added:
—{ 1) It shal’ not be neceasary to procleim
that the whale of this Act shall come inlo
aperation on one date, but the several sac-
tines amd schedules may be proclaimed 1o
eonie inte operation or such dotes as ave
ream etively fixred by proctamation: Pro-
ricked that, notwithstandian that a daie
haa been an fired for the comina into op-
rration. of aay section or schedule, sweh

That seems to me to be

date may, at any time prior lo that daie,
be postponed to such later date ag 48 fired
by proclamation. (2) The Governor may,
by any such praclamation, limil the op-
eration of section five, so far asz il extends
to the discoges mentioned in the first column
of the Third Schedule sat opposite the
words ‘' Mining, or quarrying, or stone
crushing or cutting’’ as the description of
process, to any defined portion of the
Stete; and may, by any subgequent proc-
lumation, extend the operation as afore-
suid of that section to any other defined
portion of the State,
In some instanees it will take time to effect
industrial insuranee., Outside of mining
there may not be much difficulty, but in the
mining industry some organisation will have
to be created, particularly if it be found that
large numbers of men working in the mines
are suffering from industrial liseases. The
Government, of conrse, will take no action to
throw these men out of employment until
some erganisation has been created to re-
liecve them.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is sensible,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If a
large number of men be affected, and it ean-
not ke arranged for them to continue in the
industry, the Government will set about find-
ing other employment for them, all of which
will take fime. Then it may fall out that
we shall have arrangements made in one
part of the State, while not being ready for
the Act in other parts of the Sfate. So it
is proposed that proelamation may be issued
in respect of one part of the State on one
date, and in respect of other parts of the
State on subsequent dates.
Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
Acr to parts of the State,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, just
ag machinery is created to meet the position.

New elsuse put and passed.
New clause:
Mr. TEESDALE: T move—

That the following new clause be added
to stand as Clause 7:—Section 7 of the
principal Act iz amended by— (a) Delei-
ing the words ‘‘ and hefore the worker haa
roluntarily left the employment in whirh
he acag injured’’ in Subsection (a). (b)Y
Deleting the word *‘siz’" in lines two and
four of subsection (b), and subatituting
therefor the ward ‘‘twelve.’’ {c) Ingert-
ing after the word ‘* proceedings’’ in line
three of proviso (b) the words *‘if it is
ahown that the employer has not been pre-
indiced in his defence by such failure or.’’

Proposed paragraph (a) will not do any-
body an injory. There is no oceasion to
stress paragraph (b). The time provided is
not sufficient in a ease oecurring far from
the coast. Before a man can get down to
the const and give proper notice, the time
has elapsed. There ¢an he no objection to
paragraph (¢). Tt will be very beneficial,
T kpow o man who was anronsciovs in hos-
pital for 21% montha and waa convalescent

Parts of the
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out on the station for 315 months., When he
came to Perth the time had elapsed. XNot
only did the insurance company fight, but
they took the case through two eourts. The
injured man lost the case and had to pay
the costs. He is now in the Old Men’s Home
without a farthing, and is a physical wreek,

XNew clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1924.25,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day onm
the Treasurer’s IMinaneial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Vote: Legistutive Counci!, £1,446.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [9.15]:
Thiz is about the tenth opportunity I have
had to discuss the annual Budget, and from
my general experience I realise that what-
ever opposition we may offer, whatever rem-
edies we may suggest, or whatever proposals
we may advance for better administration,
all are taken as read. However, it has be-
come an established custom for members to
discuss the Estimates, and as the people anu
even members are foolish enaughk to helieve
we are the custedians of the public purse, it
i3 perhaps advisable to say a few words if
only to preserve that fallacy. The average
member of Parliament has as mueh to do
with the finanees of the State as has aun
elector at Roebourne or in some other re-
mote part of the State. We are afforded
the glorious privilege of being permitted to
eriticise, but we have no opportunity to
alter. TIn my earlier days I used to keenly
scrutinise the whole of the Kstimates and
offer various suggestions. Sometimes I re-
ceived a sclemn assurance from the Minister
that it was impossible to do without the
item T questioned, and zometimes I was
lucky enough to get an item veduced by
£1 before memhers passed on merrily to the
next vote. The figures presented by the
Premier differ little from those presented
to us year after year. Certainly they show
what a wonderful country Western Austra-
lia is when such a small population is able
to varry such large financial respounsibilities.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are we ecarrying
them?

Mr. THOMSON: Whether we are or not,
the value of every man, woman and chiid in
the State is £148 75, 6d. There are prob-
ably few memberys who, if they could be
brought te believe thev had received that
snm, would eonsider themselves well off.

The Minister for Lands: While that is
the indebledness on paper, it iz not the
actual indebiedness. heeaunse there are the
assets represented ky the pmblic utilities.

Mr, THOMSOX: 1T admit that. When
we remember that we owe the eonsiderable

{ASSEMBLY.]

som of £62,000,000, it must impress us as
being a stupendouy burden, If we make al-
lowance for the sinking fond, which stands
at £8,373,571, our indebtedness i reduced to
38% millions. We have verv valuable as-
sets, and -a considerable sum has been ex-
pended on developmental work., From the
Btate peint of view it is satisfaetory that
the finanvial year closed with an apparent
deficit less hy £69,425 than the amount es-
timated. I de mot claim to kmow so much
a8 the Leader of the Opposition last night
claimed to know, He gaid he knew more
about the figurea than did the Premier. 1
do not claim to have such knowledge of
ublic finance as that hon. member claims,
ut it scems ome might reasonably wonder
whether the figures as submitted are genu-
ine. I believe the ways of fhe varions
Treasurers are something like those of the
heathen C(hinee — somewhat wily and de-
vious, I believe there hag bren a fajr
amount of juggling with figures. We have
been handling vast sums of money; we have
been faced with a defieit for years, and we
have been borrowing money to pay our sink-
ing fund and to meet a good many of ounr
liabilities. But I am not going to criticise
the Budget or the finencial proposals of the
Government, The whole of the expenditure
to which they are committed is praetically
a legacy from he previous Gevernment.

Mr. Latham: [s not most of it the legacy
of the Public Service Commissioner?

Me, THOMSON: It is a legacy from the
previous Governmeut, and it is most aston-
ishing to hear the member tor York sug-
gest that the responsitility Tests with the
Public Service (‘ommissioner.

Mr, Latham: These Estimates are com-
posed chiefly of salaries,

My, THOMSON: The Pullic Service
(ommissioner is only an officer to see that
the Aets promulygated from time to time are
given effect to.

The Minister for Lanids:
proximately £50,000.

Alz, THOMSON: But he has aldolutely
no say in the expenditure of that mouney; he
is governed by rthe various Acts of Parlia-
ment and by the decisions of the Appeal
Board,

Mr, Latham: And the Avhitration Court.

Afr. THOMSON: To blame the IPublie
Service Commissioner is ahsnrd. 1 do not
propose to criticige the finaneta]l proposals of
the pre:ent Administration. I shall reserve
my critivism until next year, when prohahly
they will have at least some good deeds to
their eredit, and prohably a few misdeeds to
account for. The Premier egpects to receive
a revenue af £8,164303, or an increase of
£208,710 over that of last vear. He expects
to spend £8,353.272, an inrrease over last
year's expenditur> of £23%519, leaving an
estimated deficit on the vear’s operntigns of
£188,967, a rednetion of £40,191 on the de-
fieit of last vear. That is very satisfae-
tory. The Government must have felt elated
with the advice tendered th.m by the Leader

Hr controls ap-
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of the Opposition in the voursy of his long
8peech last night, amd witu his assurance
that the finances nad been squared. 1 gin-
cerely hope his statement is correct. The
hop, member luid ¢jaim to having pertorme.l
the task of squaring the lodger, and he
pointed out that the State wus now ‘more
prosperous than when he assumed oftive, L
admit that it is, but in this respect Western-
Augtralia is no exception. 1t would be most
pititul if Western Australin wcre the only
State in the Commonwealth that way not mak-
ing progress. Thank God, the whole of the
countries throughout the world are slowly
but surely recovering from the effects of the
great war and we in common with others
are improving our position. L have ne doubt
that next year the anticipations of the Pre-
mier will ba realised. The Premier pointed
out that the sinking fund payments this year
would amount to £235,651, or £46,684 more
than the estimated deticit. He stressed the
poiut, as bad prrevious Treasurers, that but
for the coniributions to the sinking fund,
the State would this year show a surplus ox
£46,684. That would be the result if this
State were finaneing on the same bagsis as
are the other States. I have bud the temer-
ity on many occasions to diseuss the sinking
fund, and I vepeat the statewment 1 have
made several times, that atfention should be
given to the sinking fund. A com-
mittee should he appointed to inquire into
the working of the sinking fund. 'This year
the Treasury has given us fuller information
than we hava had before. For the first time
to my kaowledge we bave particulars of
Loan Acts interest and sinking fund, show-
jug our indebtedness in London and in Aus-
tralin. Woe also have details of the sinking
iun.l and investments. Return No. 11 shows
that the total of the sinking fund on the
slst Mareh lust was £9,373,571, of which
contributions from revenue totalled £6,041,-
338, interest on investments £3,149,107, and
diseounts on purchases, less brokerage and
expenses, £1,077,434. This is 2 phase upon
which 1 wish to touch. We are told we
have no right to interfere with the sinking
fund. Our total indebtedness in London is
411 million pounds. In the hands of the
trustees we have a little over 914 million
pounds. I do not pose as an expert, hut
endeavonr to study the affairs and finances
of the State just as I would study my own
affairs. It seems absurd that we should
purchase our old stock on the London mar-
ket at a discount. We purchass at, say,
£75, and the face value of the stock is £100.
We put that stock into our sinking fund
and continue to pay, if it is at 314 per cent.,
314 per cent. interest on the £100. Bui we
bave borrowed £75 at 6 per eent. with which
to purchase that bond, so that we continue
to pay 31: on the original bond, plus £4 10s.,
which is equivalent to the interest on £73.
I hope I have made myself clear. To my
way of thinking we are actually paying 8
per cert. interest on the bond. The matter
is npe that should be inguired into by ex-
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perts. If we purchase a hond for £75, the
fuee value of which to the State is £100, it
is very good Lusiness to caveel it, for our
indebtedness is thus reduced. It is shown
on Return 11 that we have benefited to the
tune of £1,077454 by purchasing our own
stock at a discount. [ do not suggest that
we should repudiate the sinking fund, for
that would iufluence our finuncial position,
All the arrangemeuts we have entered into
we must honourably carry ocut. Seeing that
we have this buge sam in the hands of tha
trustees in London, and that we have had to
Lorrow oney ourselves, it is time inguiry
wns made to see whether it woull not be
sound finance to alter the Act, aud bring
it into line with exaetly the conditions that
apply to a Crown Coleny or Crown agents.
The sinking fund was brought into being
when we were a Crown colony. We have
agents in Lngland who have cntire charge
of the moneys that are horrowed, all of
which will cventvally be repaid in 1935.
Thesge agents have power to withdraw a cer-
tain number of bonds every year if they
desire, The method I suggest might place
our finanees in a better position, and assist
the Treasurer. The Treasurer estimates
that he has to find this year for the sinking
fund £235,651. To c¢lear np the matter
some investigation should be made by ex-
perts to see whether it would not he a
practicable proposition, instend of payving
double interest as we are doing, to c¢ancel
the bonds we purchase. If I had an over-
draft at my bank and undertook to reduce
it ty £100 a year, and had to borrew the
money and to eontinue paying interest om
the £100 I redeemed from the bank and on
the £100 I borrowed, tbus paying double in-
terest, most people wonld say that I ought
to put my affairs into the hands of an ae.
countant. After dealing with the antiripated
revenue, the Premier went on to say that he
would insist on rigid ccomomies in the Gov-
erament departments although there was
very little scope for reduced cxpenditure
there. This has been said year after year.
When he wus asked privately whether ecer-
tain reductions should be made, one Minister
said that he haid been the blankey lizard of
lits crowd hecause he had been quite sincere
in hix vouth and inexperience. After cut-
ting his estimates to the bone, the Treas-
urer made an additional ent inte them
and placed him in an unsatisfacters posi-
tion. 1 have no doubt the wilx heads of
our various departments took good care when
they made up their Estimates to allow for
this annual ent. One Government instituted
a suggestions board, through the agency of
whieh, T believe, one or twe valualle sup-
aestions were made. The greatest difficulty
facing the Treasurer is that the various de-
partmental heads are those to whom the
Ministers have to appeal for advice as to
how economies can be efferted. Ts it likely
these heads will say they can make a drastic
et here or there? Tf thev did sn it would
be an admission that for years they had
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‘Leen neglecting their duties in the adminis-
tration of their departments. As members
of Parlinment, we think we know that there
is vonwsiderable overlapping in the depart.
ments, There is not that co-ordination be-
tween them that should exist, Iustead of
tLe Gevernment throwing the whele respon-
siility of the administration of the depart-
nents spon the shonlders of the Public Ser-
viee . ununissioner, the Under SBecretaries
shantl 1o allocated a vertain gum of muney,
azd given authority and power, within certain
limit«, to spend such money as they thought
fit. By this means a preat deal of the pre-
stnt circumlocution could be overcome. The
Minister for Health is in charge of his de-
partment.  All the money for buildings, how-
ever, is in the hands of the Minister for
Wurka. The Minister for Health has, there-
ture, to ngk the Minister for Works if he
will o certain things,

The Minister for Lamls: That depends
o1 the money that is available.

Mr, THOMSON: Yes, All the money
thut i~ going to be sjent by the Health
Bepartinent on  buildings should ke allo-
eated to it, amd its Minister should have
wuthority to send a minnte to the Publie
Waorks Department saving that he wanta a
hwspital 2t a eertain place, estimated to
vost =0 mueh, amd should thus have the
spending of the money. The sume applies
to the Education Department, whose build-
inu« are constructed by the Public Works
Dopartment.  The money involved is allo-
eat+d t2 the Works Department, althongh it
is the other department which says where
the money is to be spent. Important works,
such as the bujlding of sehools, have often
been el ap by the Public Works Depart-
ment,

The Minisier for Lands:
for want of moaney.

My, THOMEBON: SBometimes it has been
done for other reasons.

The Minister for Lands: The Publie
Health Department and the Edueation De-
partment have no technieal officers who ean
ereet buildings.

Mr, THOMSON : T know that is a matter
for the Architectural Braneh, hot it would
be better for the Health Department and
the Edueation Department if the money in-
volved were alletted to them in the first
plnee,

The Minister for Lands: The money is
only allotted for expenditure, which is
finally controlled by the Treasurer.

Mr. THOMBOXN: That is so. We could
pet hetter results by the method T suggest.
Azsuming that some work is required at a
wehool in Katanning, involving a sum of
over £3, the schoolmaster writes to the dis-
trict inspector, who in turn writes to the
Edreation Department in Perth, The de-
1a1tment then writes to the Under Sevretary
fo~ Public Worke, who sends on the ecom-
munivation to the Architeetural Braneh.
Ttat hraneh then writes to the distriet in-
s'cetor at Albany, whoe then goes to Katan-

That is only
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ning to make his inspection. After that the
whole matter goes back again through the
aame channgls, That system eould be largely
abolished, and I hope the present Adminis-
tration will make an enrnest effort to over-
come the ecircumlocution whieh obtaing in
every department, Miristers say they will
stand firm for rigill ecomomy, but for the
lite of me 1 vannot see Low Ministers, over.
loadel as some of them are with work, will
be ubls to know whether rigid cvonomy is
being proetised or not, I maintain that
the present fumetions of the Publie Service
Commissioner, functions for which he is
puid a lurge salary, coneist mainly in hear-
ing appeals, making classifications, and de-
viding whether this or that man ia worth
unly £250 or should go inte the £300 grade.
If we are to gel practical economy in our
various departments, we mwst have an
afficer aprointed somewhat on the same lines
us the Commisgioner of Railways has ap-
puinted Mr. Backshall to be an inspector.
Mr. Dachkshzll is able to move about the
Lranches of the Railway Pepartment, and
e reports to the Commissioner irect—not
through the ordinary chaurel, which would
mean that the Commissioner would receive
such  information os his officers thought
he ought to have, I am greatly obliged for
the keen interest members are taking in the
debate,

My, Latham: Why draw attention to the
matter?

Mr, THOMSON: I am indeed glad that
s0 many members have remained in the
Chamber—nine in all. [ think T would be
justified in drawing attention to the state
of the House,

The CHAIRMAX : The hon. member can-
not do that himself.

Mr. THOMBON: 1 hope some member
will de it, if only for the fun of seeing mem-
bers vome in and then go out again. There
should be an assistant to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner with authority te go into
any department for inspection purposes. I
I were in charge of & department, that in-
spector should have the right to come into
my room and say to me, ‘‘I shall take your
chair for a fortnight.’’ A capable inspector
woull reveal much overlapping which under
present conditions cannot be discovered. I
vommend the suggestion to  Ministers
as one which would help towards economy
in administration. From the information
to be found in varipus returms T have
totted up the nomber of our public ser-
vants and Govermment employees, and I
find that, including the railway serviee,
they aggregate about 20,001, a figure which
does not take in casual employees and
otbers workiog in the ramifications of the
eivil serviee throughaut the State. That
numher repregents a heavs burden on the
wealth producers of the State, though I do
not for one moment suggest that the State
does not et value for the money it spends
on its Publie Service. But the wealth pro-
duced in Western Australiz ¢omes mainly
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frou the seil, and the number of Govern-
ment employees are o bheavy load on the
pritmury produvers. I am indeed pleased
that the Government bhave incrensed in
soi - respects the facilities available in
the Agricultural Departiment. Two or
three additional ofticers huve becn ap-
pointesl,  As ten millions of money are
invoived in primary preduction, one can
renlise that in the past sufficient attention
has uot been paid to the provisien of ex-
pert ndvice, 1 coogratulate the Govern-
ment on the new appointments they have
made. As regards the Education Depart-
munt, the Premier said he estimated this
vear'y expeoditure at £592,804, represent-

ing an increase over last year of £12,347.)

The hon, gentleman algo said that he had
carefully scrutinised the departmental
estimates, and that the increase in the
Eduration Department was due prineipally
to the opening of new primary schools, the
opening of the Albany High Sehool, and
increased salaries to primary teachers. It
is titne inquiry was made into the educra-
tion svstem of the State, and the reason
why it is costing so muchk money. 1 hai
oceaxion recently to go to the department
in connection with an additional room re-
quivel at a school in my electorate, the
estimate vost being £40. The reply of the
Director of Education was, ‘T am sorry,
but [ have not got a shilling to spend.’’
During the past few years this State has
expended about £70,000 in the erection of
three bunildings for high schools. The
education poliry of this State seems to

have heen built up on the inclinations and,

whims of successive Ministers for Eduea-
tion. Im dealing with cducation one
touehes a subject npon which many people
are very tender, but T deo not hesitate to
say that in mv opinion that amourt of
£70,00'0 eould have been better spent in
affording facilities for the education of
¢ountry children, By a system of bursaries
we could give a number of our intelligent
ehildren opportunities to attemd the sec-
ondary schools already in existence,
Educationists go so far as to say that no
education is wasted, and tbat no know-
ledge is wasted; but I honestly helleve
that we spend many thousands of pounds
every vear on teaching boys and girls far
beyon'l their absolute requirements. I do
not say that they are not better bovs and
girls for baving received that education.
but in view of the buge sums of money
which our education system is costing us
I say we want a body of practical men to
go into the Esducation Department, wheu
I have nun doubt many frills would be cut
off. Let us give our childree in the coun-
try better educational facilities than thew
have to-day. FEvery country member has
beeu  inundated with requisitions for
gchnols,

The Minister for Lands: I want abour
30 now,

Mr. THOMRBOX: That is why T feel n
little core at the expenditure of £70,000 on

three buildings, though no duubt these
buildings will perform a very useful fuis.
tion. However, I knrow of men wie nave
sold their farms at a loss simply becuuse
thev have not been able to get schools Inr
their children aml were deterninet ot
to deny them the advantages of educatisu.
I have repeatedly known parents to pul
their hapds into their own pockets to build
a school; and as soon as the Aattenian; s
tell one below the winintum, the depao-.:-
ment closed the school. I know I ahall he
told that only a few years ago we had a
Royal Commission on education. Iowever,
one member of that {(‘ommission was
selected because the system he was run-
ning in New South Wales was on a par
with our own system. His report was pre-
judged, and in fact almost written long
before he came to Western Australia, He
had been doing the same work in New
South Wales as our Educatinn Department
is doing here. T congratulate tie Govern-
ment on having purchised a site for an
agricultural college. Too lung, in mv
opinien, has that scetion of edneation been
neglected. The basis of Western Austra-
lin's prosperitvy and progress is piimary
production. We have spent huge sums of
money in assisting peop'e to open up the
country. ln order to place the returne:d
soldiers we have loaded ourselves with
heavy finanecial burdens. Group settlement
will impose or us a total expenditure of
£4,000,000.  Yet for apricultural education
we have so far done practically nothing.
I commend the Government for having pur-
chased a property on which to establish an
agrivultural college. amt [ trust that befove
loug we shall xee that institution funetion-
ing to the great advantage of fhe State.
Our present gystem is serving to edueate our
young Jeople along wrony lines, If an
advertisement were inserted for a girl to
act as typiste in an office, one would be in-
undated with applications. So would it be
if one advertised for a clerk, If T desired
to securc the services of a carpenter, a
bricklayer, or a plumber, T would be darned
lucky to get one.

Mre, Slepman:
schonls?

Mr. THOMSON: We are edveating the
vouth of Western Auwstralin—indeed, it
ajy liew wraetieally throughout the world—
to despise what way be described as
manval labour. T am prepared to admit
that there are many forces at work towards
that end. T do not wish to debar anyone
from receiving a good edueation, but the
average hoy or girl possessing an ordinary
primary education, and having any ahility
at all, will zot be kept down in Western
Australia. The Premier estimated that the
Railway Department would provide adli-
tionnl revenue amounting to £130.000 *his
vear. I lope that that dees not forecast
possible increases in railwax freights, I
ean assure the Minister for Railwavs that,
if the Government intend to increase

What about the bigh
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freights to country distriets, he will have
to face seripus competition from motor
vehicles,

The Minister for Railwayg: That eati.
mated revenue is strictly from inecreased
business.

Mr, THOMSOXN: I am delighted to hear
that.

My, Eleeman: The present Government
are treating the farmers very well.

Mr, THOMSOX: Speaking on behalf of
the Country Party members, I am glad to
say, while we do mnot agree with all the
legislation that has been bronght forward,
we have had a fair deal to date.

Mr. Marshall: You have done a good
bit of work with Cabinet Ministers sinee
they have bheen in power.

Mr, THOMSON: That work has heen in
the interests of the State. 1 am partieu-
larly glad to hear from the Minister that
it is not the intention of the Government to
inerease railway freights. The Railway De-
partment has to face considerable opposi-
tion, and I propose to give an illustration
to show what it menns regarding passenger
services. 1 was pleased to hear the Pre-
mier state the other ¢vening that it was the
intention of the Government to intreduce a
Main Roads Bill. 'That will be of assist-
ance to the Government. We ghounld compel
the owners of heavy motor lorries to pay a
more adequate proportion of the cost of
maintaining our roads. At the present
time loval authorities have to provide roads
that are being torn to pieces by the heavy
motor traffic. Motors running from Tam-
bellup in my eleetorate are competing with
the railways by taking heavy loads to Perth
and bringing back full loads as well. It
is paxing them handsomely. That is also
heing done from Narrogin. The sooner we
have a Main Roads Bill, so as to ecompel
the ownors of lorries conveying huge loads
over our roads to contribute substantially
towards the revenue, the hetter it will be
for the State. Wg should he able to im-
pose a surcharge per ton on the goods car-
rird and that will materially assist the
State.

Mr. Marshall: Motor ears uscd for joy
riding should be charged more.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
the membher for Katanning was saying.

Mr. Marshall: It sheuld not apply so
much to those motor lorries that are of
more benefit to the State.

Mr. THOMSOX: If the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall) were to study the
question, he would realise that the lorry
hauling loads of five or six tons, is doing a
Jot of damage to our roads, without con-
tributing anything to Consolidated Revenue
apart from the motor lorry license fees.
We should impose a tax of so much per
ton and thus seeure inereased returns. It
may be maintained that the faster travel-
ling lorries do more damage. In my opinien
it is possible that a motor lorry carrying
€ tons, and travelling at a slow speed, will
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do less damage than one carrying a load of
2 tons and travelling at a high speed. It
is the tast.travelling motor that decs the
damage to our roads. In order to gire the
Committee an illustration of what motour
competition means to the Railway Depart-
ment, I will cite Katanning, I own a Max-
well car, and if 1 come to Perth with two
passengers, I have to provide two cases of
benzine, costing £2 4s, oil eosting ©s., nnd
I can allow £1 for depreciation, making a
total of £3 10s. The distanee from Katan-
ning te Perth is 200 miles. Thus, I ean
carry three persons in all, with their lug-
goge, and bring them to Perth in eight
hours at a vost of £1 33, id. per head. 1f
the same number of people were to travel
from Katanning by rail, the first c¢lass
Tare would amount to £3 13s. 10d. per head,
und if we took sleepers, it would represent
an extra outlay of £1 10s. for the return
journey, making a total expenditure per
head of £5 3s. 104.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot pro-
vide a sleeper in a motor car.

My. THOMSOXN : But one is not required,
ag the journey can be done in daylight. 1t
takes a train 11 hours to go from Katan-
ning to Perth, whereas the motor car lauds
vou here in eight hours. Moreover, the train
leaves Katanning at midnight and arrives
at Perth at 11 o’clock the next morning,
The total cost for the train journey for the
three persons would be £15 11s. Gil,

Hon. J. Conningham: What does the
motor car journey work out at per mile?

Mr. THOMSON: I have not worked it
out on the mileage basis, but am simpiy
giving the actual eost to show what the com-
petition with the railways really meaws. Tt
iv cheap.r for a man awning a mater car to
travel with his family to Perth by road
than by train. Even deducting the sleepers
trom the railway expenses, the sgpregate
cost would be £11 as against £3 10s. That
shows what a serious problem the railways

have to face. If we are to develop
the back country, it must he real-
ised that motor cars and motor

lorries are essential, We must make them
pay a reasonable quota towards the upkeep
of roads and so on. \When I was in the
Eastern States recently, I was impressed by
the motor coaches used on the railways in
S“outh Awustralia. If any hon. memher has
ridden in & motor coach on the Western
Australian railways down to Denmark, for
instance, he has experienced a proper shak-
ing up. If he can stand that journey with-
out being ill, he ¢an sorvive any experience
on an geean wave ar any other such contriv-
ance,

Mr. Latham: Our motor coaches were
very serviceable on the spur Tines in my
electorate.

Mr, THOMSOX: I do not say they are
not serviceable,

Mr. Latbam: I wish we had our motor
coach back again.
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Mr. THOMSOXN: The motor ecoach used
in South Australia is twice the size of the
type used here, and is more like one of our
long tramears, It runs more smoothly and
I commend it to the notice of the Minister
for Railways. I suggest he should make
inquiries as to the ronning cost of that type
of motor voach. It would be very service-
able for use on our spur lines during the
slack season. Those we have are very anti-
quated,

Mr, Heron: They were installed by the
late Government, who were not up-to-date.

Mr. THOMSOX : They may have been the
best offering when they were proeured. It
is satistactory to know that the proapects
for the coming season are excellent. We
have heard a good deal, particularly from
the front t)pposition bench, about our won-
derful agricultural prosgects. I have been
in this House for 10 years and each Gov-
ernment in power realised that the omly
way in which Western Australia could be
made prosperous was by fostering and en-
couraging primary production, Owing to
the unfortunate position in which we are
placed in respect of Federation, we have
very little chanee of successfully establish-
ing secondary industries.

Mr, Latham: We are exporting to the
Enstern States.

Mr. THOMSON: Only a few lines. How-
ever, our primary industries are all import-
ant to us, and I am sure the Government
will give every assistance to the agricultural
and pasteral industries. 'We have every rea-
son to he grateful to the Minister for Lands
for his Riil amending the Industries Agsist-
ance Act. For that I thank him on behalf
of many men who in my distriet are up
against big odds. but who will now be able
to take heart. The ex-Premier should have
brought down that Bill, but he absolutely
refused to do it. T want to sav a few words
abont mipration. The Premier told us that
the Federal Government were negotiating
a new agreement without consultation with
the State Governments.

The Minicter for Lands: Since the Pre-
mier made his speceh we have heen notified
that the Federal Government will consult
us hefore finaliging the new agreement.

Mr, THOMSOX: T am pleased to hear
that.

Mr. Loatham: Tt is a three-party agree-
ment, nnd must be approved kv the State.

The Minister for Lands: We are promised
that now.

Mr. THOMS0OX: No doubt onlv as the
result of the repeated renmests made by the
present Administration. Sir James Connsllvy
has snid that we ean get migrants with
monev. TWhen T returred from the 014
Conntrr *wn vears avo I made the same
atatement. However, the ex-Premier refused
to make nny effort to get men with capital
to enme to this State.

Han. 1. Croningham: You supnorted him.

Mr. THOMBON: T criticised him pretty
rharplr en that peint. The Minister for
Lanlds now says it is impossible to alloeate

1327

10,000 acres for men coming from overseas.

The Alinister for Railways: That is for
ome group.

The Mipister for Lands: It is against
the law.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the law should be
altered. Before I left for England I told
the ex-Premier that if he would allocate
a block of good land, T would undertake to
bring oot to this State the finest group of
Seottish settlers that ever left Britain.

The Minister for Lands: Suppose 10000
acres at Newdegate had been alloratell for
the purpose. With all the applieants we
have for Newdegate land, there would have
been an uproar.

Mr. THOMSON: T offered to hring them
out. but the ex-Prewnjer said it was impos-
sible, that he could not let me have the
land. Yet when ke wanted te do it, he
could bring out groups from Cornwall and
put them straight on the land.

The Minister for Lands: Onlr on small
areas, .
Mr, THOMSON: That was exactly what
¥ wanted. The ex-Premier said it could not
te done. Tet when he wanted to do it to
suit himself, it was easy enough. Surely
when a man offers his services, he should
receive some consideration. The late Gov-
ernment gave me no consideration at all
Bir James Connolly says we have not had
proper publicity. T have known suceessful
farmers going from here to England offer
their serviees in respect of publieity. I
offered mine, but I did not even get a reply.

Mr. Latham: You didn’t require to get
permission to advertise the State.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I did. If the hon.
member were Home, could he go on the pub.
Iic platform and tell the people of the condi-
tions here?

Mr, Latham: T certainly would.

Mr, THOMSOXN: We shouwld make an
effort to get the proper class of men out
bere. At Home we anpeal to penniless peo-
ple to come out to Western Australia. We
have been concentrating on penniless men,
Surely we should make some effort to get
men with capital as well,

Mr. Tatham: Yon could not give them
prior rirhts over the men who are here.

Mr. THOMBON: We are giving prefer-
enee to migrants coming to group settle-
ments.

Mr, Latham: We are not.

Mr. THOMSON: We have large numbers
of settlers who have gone direct from the
shin tn the proup settleinents.

Mr., Latham: Thers are large nvmbera
of Ansfralinns there also,

Mr. THOMSOXN : Nevertheless, preference
has heen siven to the migrants,

Mr. Tatham: The Anstralians all want
to on on wheat 1and, where they can make
monar mare anickly.

Mr. THOMSON: Tf we ean oive prefer-
snce to migrants without moner. surely to
God we enn give preference to thoze with
monevy! We could even put men nf eapital
on the group settlements. Tf we had eon-
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centrated on n.en with eapital, we should
have badl much better results. 1 am not
Egoing to aunicipate Lue Hudings of the Hoyal
vomuission, but the member 1or York (Mr,
Latham) cicarly 1uthicated Jast night what
his repert is going to be.

Ms. Latham: » did notning of the sort.
1 simply told the truth about the land. Do
not put words iuto my mouth.,

Mr, THOMBON: 1 hope the hon, mem-
ber’s estimate of the laud proves to be
correct, [ think we could get somne men of
capital and we could give them a larger
area.

The Minister for Liands: Those men want
to go on to farms already cleared,

My, THOMSON: Mr. Lee Steere under-
took to do what le¢ could to get a vom-
mittee tormed in Perth, and if such a coin-
mittee can be formed, no doubt it will re-
ceive overy comsideration from the Govern-
ment.

Mr, Latham: No doubt there will be an
opportunity after the Closer Settlement Bill
goes throvgh.

Mr. THOMBON: Such men would be of
great: assistnnce to us finaneinlly,  They .
would make more valid:efforts to remain obo-
tbe lnud than some .of the groop settlers
intend to do, if we can judge from the cvi.
den¢e ulready tendered. I regret that the
16. per cent. super tax is not to be reduced,
espetially: ag the Premier, when in opposi-
tiom: las: year, voted for its abolition. I
realise it* iy very difficult for the Premier,
with suah large responsibilities, to give up
any revecoue. The member for York (Mr.
Latham) last night said he thought men who
went: away from Western Australia to invest
tHEIr capital were poor specimens of citizens.
That was not a right statement to make.
A man is at liberty to better his conditibns.
Even if a man has made most of his monsy
in Western Australia, if he ean invest it
more profitably in some other State of the
Commonwealth, we should not cast reflee-
tions upon him for so doing.

Mr. Latham: I would not applaud him
for domg it. I would be ashamed of him.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret that we are
losing capital, but in the matter of higher
incomes we are the most heavily taxed com-
munity in Australia.

My, Latham: They are a miserable lot to
go away in order to evade a little taxation.

Mr. THOMBOX: If a man in Western
Australia has an income of akont £6,000 a
year, by the time he satisfies the Federal
and State taxation authorities, he has only
a trifle over £2,000 left. It is all very well
to talk of patrietism, but if suech a man can
go to anothe rportion of the Commonwealth
and save another €1,000 out of his income,
well, even the memher for York would prob-
ably do the same thing. If T were similarly
placed, T would have no hesitation in going
to the State thaot would leave me with the
most money.

The Minister for Lands: Tf he invested
This money in Victoria he wonld have to pay
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only 3d. in the pound difference, Levause
we conld not tax him an tHe money warncd
in Vicloria,

Mr, Latham: That is so.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not agree with
that..

The Minister for Lands: We could not
tax anything carned outside “western Aus-
tralia,

Mr. THOMBON;
tee tax!

The Minister for Lands:
sentee tax now.

Mr. THOMSON:
were able to eut that out!
thing that was dome.

Mr. Latham: One good 1hing to the
eredit of the late administration.

Mr. THOMSOXN: I am not aware the
hon. member wns a member of that admin-
istration,

Mr, Latham: I did uot say 1 was.

Mr. THOMEON: If members of the late
Government regnire to be defended, let them
come into the Chamber and defend them-
selves. 1 do not propose to deal extensively
with taxation, beeause there will be other
opportusities when the taxation Bills are
under digenssion. It is pleasing to me to
find one or two planks of the platform,
which I was instrumental in plaeing before
the people, being given effeet to by the pre-
sent' Government. It sHows that we were
alsla to suggest one or two things of benefit
to the State. I regret that the Federal
Government Hkave decided to: establish a
Public Works Department in this State.
Valuable and eeconomical service has been
rendered to the Federal Government by our
Works Department, and it seems & rotten
return for them to establish a department
of their own. 1 hope the Government are
protesting against the action of the Federal
authorities.

My, Latham: This is the only State in
which there is not a Federal Works Depart-
ment.

Mr, THOMSONXN: Excellent serviees have
been rendered to the Commonwealth in this
State.

Mr. Latham: T admit that.

Mr. THOMSON: The Workera® Homes
Board under the management of Mr.
Thomas has done excellent wark for the
Commonwealth in conneetion with the awfnl
mess they made over the war service homes.

Mr. Wilson: He is trying to palm off
these homes on the people here,

Mr, THOMSOX: That is his job. He
woulil not be loing his work if he did not
emleavour to sell these homes.

Mr. Wilson: If a person wants a worker’s
home he shonld not have to take one that
is built by the war rerviee people. Why
should the Federal Government push their
duds off on to us!?

Afr. THOMSON
of the hon. memher.

The Minister for Lands: T do not think
the State is advancing any money with

What about the absen-
There is no ab-

Thank goodness ‘e
That is onz good

T apree with fhe <iew
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which to buy serviee homes for anybody.
They do not belong to us.

Mr. THOMSOX: The view of the late
Government, and I hope it will Be the
opinion of this Govermment, was that
it a retwned soidier wanted a home
it was deemed preferable that he should

have one erected under war service
homes vonditions. This means bringing
tresh  capital to  the State, amd en-
ables  the Workers’ IHomes Boanl to

devote more of their attention to homes in
the eountry. 1 regret that the Federal Gov-
ernment have decided to make this further
jnvasion, which will merely mean building
up another Federal Depurtment in thig
State. It is not my intention te critigisq
the Administration at this stage. Praetic-
ally all the expouditure represented in the
Builget was imcurved by the late Govern-
. meat. I recognise the heavy task placed
upon the shoulders of the Premier awd his
colleagues, and I trust the optimism of the
Leader of the QOpposition will be realised, so
that when the Premier brings down his next
Budget he will be able to say that he hag
balanced the ledger.

General debate eoncluded;
items discumsed a2s follows:—

Votea— Legistative Council, £1,346; Leg-
ielglive Aszembly, £2,782—agreed to.

Veote—Foint House Committee, £4,787:

Mr. THOMSON: It is the wish of the
House Committee thet wmere accommeodation
should be provided. [ hope the Minister for
Lands will make a nete of this, amd assist
the Committee to proecure the necessary
TOOmS.

The Minister for Lards: That will net
come umder this vote, but it is under con.
gideratiom &t the moment.

votes and

Ttem, Wages (kilehen, dining room and
cleaners), £1,800:

Mr. HUGHES: Is it a fact that the
staffs of the diming room and the kitchen
are working abnormal hours, and not receiv-
ing the rates of pay provided by the Arbi-
tration award for men employed in this oc-
eupation?

My, THOMSON: The Speaker, the Presi.
dent, and I are to meet the representative
of the staff in order to disznss the position.

Mr. Hughes: The staff or the union?

Mr. THOMSOXN: The staff.

Mr. HUGHES: T stand for the prineiple
of employvees negotiating through their
union. I do aot favour the idea of any
emplorer negotiating with individual mem-
bers of & union,

Mr. Latham:
ing ronm,

Mr. HUGHES: T would rather do that
tlian he guilty of sweating the employees if
ey are working ahnormal hours and not
receiving proper rates of par. By all means
let us close it, if we are not prepared to pay
for the meals we have and to see that the
<taff work proper hours. 1 regret that the

Let us closs down the din-
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House Cowmmiikee are nod meeting the re-
presentatives of the nnion concerned.

Mr. Thomson: 1 said we are mesting a re-
presentative of the staff. He is really the
seeratary of the union, but we could not re-
cognisze his position.

Mr. HUGHE# : The deecisior not to
recognise the union is a grave mistake.

Mr. Thomson: We are not an industry.

Mr. HUGHES: What is the use of aplit-
ting strawd? The Joint House Cwmmittes
should meet the uniom represeating the
dining room employees.

Mr. Teewlale: This trouble affords a
splendid illustration of the effect of an
agitator approaching a peaceful staff.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon. mentber
suggest that the uniop has not the rizht
to protect the workers?

Mr. Teesdale: Where the worker Lias no
grievance, it is not for the agitatur to
come in aml create one.

Mr. HUGHES: Every man who works
more than the prescribed number of hours
is a menace to the other workers in the
industry. Every unorganised worker is a
menace to the organised workers.

The Minister for Lands: Who says that
tke Joint House Committee have refused
to meet the union? They are meeting the
gecretary of the union,

Mr. HUGHES: But he is not being met
as the representative of the umion, and
the union is not being recognised.

The Minister for Lands: How do you
know?

Mr. HUGHES: The member for Katan-
ning said so.

Mr. Thomson : I only know that the
House Committee have agreed to meet a
gentlean. Why flog the matter now? [
will say nothing more. You can flog the
subject as mueh as you like,

My, HUGHES: I do not think members
want their dining room run under condi-
tions outside the award.

Mr. Teesdale: But you will admit that
the position of the stewards is unique?

The (HAIRMAN: Order! T take il
some member of the Joint Homse (‘om-
mittee will reply.

Mr. HUGHES: No member will object
to paying a proper charge for the meal he
has in the dining room. The Joint House
Committee should meet the union in the
same way as all other employers meet the
union, T hope that I have misunderstnod
the member for Katanning, and that the
uniom is, in fart, being officially recogrised.

Mr. LAMBERT: I never regarded the
workers as being content with verbal fire-
works and oratorical displays. When I
exert myself in their behalf, I endeaviour
tn achieve something practieal. The Pre-
mier and his Ministers I know are desirons,
and really over-desirous, that the Homnse
Committee should set up 2 standard s
regards those who are employed within the
precinets of Parliament House. Tf the
memher for East Perth had been as sineere
as he tries to make us believe in the desire
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to better the conditions of the employees
in Parliament House, he would at Ieast
have consulted a member of his own party
on this subject.

Mr. Hughes: Yon denied that you repre-
sented us.

Mr. LAMBERT: When did I do that?

Mr. Hughes: The other day.

Mr. LAMBERT: I did nething of the
sort. 1 Jdenied the right to allow the con-
trol of the staff to paes into odlher hands,
While I am on the Joint House Commitree
representing this branch of the legislature,
I will speak and act impartially even jf
that does not meet with the views of the
member for East Perth.

Mr. Hughes: You ignore us altogether.

Mr, LAMBERT: I would not ignore the
hon. member; I would tolerate bim, 1 am
tolerant of the intolerant! ‘The Joint
House Committee, u'respectwe of party
considerations, have given mature con-
sideration to the position of the staff as
they are affected by the Estimatea and
certain recommendations were made to toe
Treasurer, Those he has acquiesced in wilt
provide advances such as have not been
made for years. Other advanges are still
ander consideration, while recommenda-
tions regarding the members of the staff
paid from the contingent funds are alse
under consideration. I deplore the fact,
notwithstanding tbat I know the member
for East Perth is sincere, that this matter
shonld have been brought forward at this
stage. To-day the committee had a long
discussion to ascertain whether it was
possible to better the conditions of the
House staff more in keeping with condi-
tions elsewhere, but having regard to the
peculiar institution we, as a Joint House
Committee, have to manage. Each member
of that committee is probably more de-
sirous than even the member for East
Perth to improve the eonditions of those
employees. Every possibility was discussed
in our desire to set up a standard that
could not be challenged by any Stganisa-
tion outside.

Mr. Hughes: The union had to come to
light before you got a move on.

Mr. LAMBERT: The union did not move
in the matter before the member for Cool-
gardie did, nor did the member for East
Perth, The Speaker brought forward cer-
tain suggestions regarding one or two of the
staff and that led to a review of the whole
position. During the review eertain sugges-
tions were made that the waiters and others
should join a union. Those employees were
at libertr tn join 2 union.

Mr., Thomson: No one objected to that.

Mr. LAMBERT: That ia so.

Mr. Latham: They should not require to
join a union to get decent wages!

Mr. LAMBERT: T would not sit on the
committee for five minutes if it were neces-
sary for our employees to belong to a union
in order to get what I consider a just
standard of wages and conditions set wp in
Parliament House. Irrespective of party
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considerations, it is the desire of every
member of the Joint House Commitiee to
secure that end. The position of Parliament
ia peculiar, for I do not know what author-
ity we would bave to euter into and regis-
ter an industrial agreement- with a omion.
We are quite prepared to- do that and to
endeavour io overconme all possible legal
difficulties,

My, CHESSON: As another member of
the Joint House Committee I wish to en-
dorse the remarks of the member for Cool-
gardie. We are desirous of giving every
consideration to the staff in order to im-
prove their conditions and to increase their
remuneration. The matter was brought up
by the member for Coolgardie prior to the
union having anything to do with it. To-
gether with the Speaker, he interviewed the
Treasurer and urged increases for the staff,

Myr. Teesdale: And it was done without .
any pressure from outside,

Mr. CHESSON: There was no pressure
at_all, The committee have appointed a
subcommittee {6 meet representatives of the
mmion to talk matters over to ascertain if
we cannot dispose of whatever difficulties
there may be. That shows that we are pre-
pared to discuss matters with the union re-
presentatives. There is another aspect that
members should not overloak. The commit-
tee desire more consideration for the staff
on the part of members themselves. Often
the waiters are overworked, because of the
actions of a few members who remain be.
hind on the premises for an hour or two
after both Houses have adjourned. That
sort of thing makes it impossible for the
committee to do much to improve the con-
ditions of the staff. Sarely, at most, one
hour after both Houses have adjouroed
shanld be sufficient, and after that time
members should be off the premises.

Mr. Teesdale: Not in the bar, anyhow.

Mr. CHESSON: TUnless . members show
some consideration along these lines, the
committee cannot secure that betterment of
conditions for the staff they would desire.
Taoo often members themselves are at faalt.
I am sorry the matter hag been brought
un to-night. The committes have met, the
differences will be adjusted, and whatever
extra remuneration is granted will start
probably from to-day. The Joint House
Committee are prepared to treat the staff
well,

Mr. MARSOALL: T am glad to know
that some improvement in the rates of pay
to the servants of Parliament is contem-
plated by the Joint House Committee. It
was a member of the House of Commons,
advocating better treatment of the staff,
who first declared that the Government
should be a model employer.

Mr. Teesdale: You must recognise the
difference between Parliament House and a
café,

Mr, MARSHALL: I do. If a man is
raid £2 per week in a café, he ought to
get €4 at Parliament House. Members of
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Parlisment require the maximum of civility
and attention, and should pay for it. The
g.on.]lestic staff wp here have not had a fair
eal,

Mr. Teesdale: Yet there are plenty of
othera very ready to take their positions,

Mr. MARSHALL: Becauss g0 many are
owt of work. When unemployment iz in
evidence, we can get cheap labour. But
we shonld not be taking advantage of any-
thing of the eort. I am glad to hear that
the servants of Parliament House are to
receive fair remuneration at last. What the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) said
was, in large measure, correct. One promi-
nent and wealthy man, not a member of
this Chamber, took siroug exception to the
union secretary being allowed to interview
the Joint House Commitiee.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You must not
diseuss members ¢f another place.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not doing so.
I hope the Joint Heouse Committee will ses
to it that in future the Gevernment shall
be regarded as a model employer.

Mr. Teesdale: But members are respon-
sible for the late hours of the ataff.

Mr. MARSHALL: The controller should
be given to understand that the refresh-
ment room must be closed within half an
hour after the House rises,

Mr. Chesson: We will arrange for that,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am surprised to hear
from a member of the House Committee
that the hours of employees are lengthened
owing to some members remaining on the
premises for a considerable period after the
House rises. If this be so, it would be a
good thing to close the refreshment room
at a certain hour every night irrespective
of whether the House is5 sitting,

Mr, Teesdale: Oh, give us a chance!

Mr, SLEEMAN: If we are kept here late
at night we shall be in no worse poasition
than other people who have to work at night.
They eannct get a nip of whisky when they
want it.

Mr. Teesdale: What about tea and coffee?

Mr. SLEEMAN: They cannot get that,
either. When there is an all-night sitting,
surely we can get through without having
the refreshment room open! I believe the
riaff will receive fair consideration at the
hands of the Honse Committee.

Mr, HUGHES: The matier was put to
the member for Coolgardie.

Mr, Lambert: When was it raised?

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member knows.
T cannot allow him to say that we should
Lave raised the question with him first of all.
I hope recognition will be given to this
union, and that the House Committee will
act as we expect other employers fo aect.
When the refreshment room attendants arve
obliged to work overtime, they should be
paid overtime rates. I would not give any
consideration to the Parliamentary refresh-
ment room beyond what is extended tn
licensed premises. We are not entitled to
compel one section of the community to
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close their premises at 9 o’clock aad to keep
ourselves outside the law,

Mr. Marshall: There are refreshments
other than intoxicanta served bere. .

My, HUGHES: 1 did not mention intoxi-
cants.

Mr, Latham: And every other business
house is closed at night.

Mr. HUGHES: A lot of people have to
work affer 9 p.m.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They are entitled to
refreshments, are they not?

M¢, HUGHES: Then we must do away
with’ 9 o’clock closing. There should not
be one law for us and another for the rest
of the community. If liquor be cut off for
the rest of the people——

The Minister for Lands: You could cut
it off here for my part.

Mr. HUGHES: And for my part too.

Mr, Latham: Let us strike out the item.

Mr. HUGHES: We provide a closing
hour for licensed premises, and the Parlia-
mentary refreshment room should not be
axempted.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Then why not make it
11 p.yp. all over the State? .

Mr. HUGHES: If we provide that tea-
rooms in town shall ¢lose at 11 p.m,, this
refreshment room ehould clese at the same
hour,

Mr, J. H. Smith: Do the tearoom om-
ployees start work at 4.30 p.m.?

Mr, HUGHES: We hold that it does not
matter when an establishment opens, but
there i3 an hour at which it must close.

Mr. Chesson: We have no right to he
here at this time of the night.

Mr, HUGHES: Weo are not the ounly per-
sons working at this hour of the night. Many
men who work at night would be glad of a
cup of tea when they knock off at 12.30 or
1 am.

Mr, Teesdale: They take it with them.

Mr. HUGHES: Because the law will not
allow tearooms to remain open aud supply
them.

Mr. Teesdale: Do you suggest that we
should bring a billy to this place?

Mr, HUGHES: We ghould gubmit to the
same law that we impose upon other people.

Hon, J. Cunningham: You are teo mean
to make use of the bar.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordert!

Mr. HUGHES: That is a degrading sort
of argument to introduco. I do not like al-
coholic liquors and therefore I do not take
them.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot stand them;
that is why.

The (CHATRMAN: Order! Members must
refrain from interjecting.

Mr. HUGHES: I have never taken aleohol
and I am not going to be foreced by anyone
to do su.

Hon, J. Cunningham: You are afraid to
trust vourself.

Mr. HUGHES: I object to an assertiop
that, because I de not wang aleohol, I am
too mean to buy it.
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Hon, J. Cunningham: You are too cow-
ardly to try it,

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! Members must
refrain from making persomal interjectioms.

Mr. HUGHES: It is degrading to Parlia-
ment to have to put up with this sort of
thing. I resent it stronglv. If [ want a
cup of tea, I have it, and de not insult
the member for Kalgoorlie because he does
not wish to partake of one also.

Hon. J. Cynningham: You could not Le
insulting,

The CHATRMAN: The Honorary Min-
ister must keep order.

Mr. HUGHES: The best thing 1 can o
is to move that progress he reported.

The CHATRMAN: You cannot do so
after making a speech.

Mr. Wilson: Why should you?
want to speak besides yourself.

The CHATRMAN: Ordet!

Mr, HUGHES: If it is found necessary
to keep the employees of the Housge be-
yond a certain time they shounld be pail
overtime rates.

Mr. Latham: No one objects to that.

Mr. HUGHES: T hope the House Com;
mittee will fix a d4-hour week for the
employees, and pay them overtime if they
work beyond those hours.

Mr. WILSON : This species of cheap
notoriety is really a diatribe against mem-
bers generally, After spending many
years in thie House, X assert that I have
never been in a more decent Assembly
than this.

Mr, Hughes: Have I cast any aspersions
upcn this Assembly?

Mr. WILSON: If members remain herc
working for the country, they are entitled
to get their tea, lemonade or whisky if
they want it within reasonable hours, Why
should we belittle ourselves? If we em-
ploy servants they should be the beat paid
in the land. If they are kept after hours,
we should see that they are paid overtime.

Mr. Hughes: Then you agree with met

Mr. WILBON: Yes, but not with all that
blatherskite against people who hold a
view contrary to that of the hon. member,

Mr, Hughes: Do yon think I should
stand these insults?

Mr, WILSON: No man should stand any
insalt, but should be careful not to cast
innuendoes at other people.

Mr, Teesdele: And a new chum, too.

Mr. WILSON: I do not like Parliament
being held cheaply.

Mr, Teesdale: You bhave the Committee
with you.

Mr. WILBOXN: If the Mouse rises, say,
at 11 o’clock, it is right that no more
liquor should be served after, say, 11.30.
I protest against these cheap fireworks at
the expense of other members.

Mr., Teesdale: Catherine wheels and
squibs!

Mr. WILSON: Sometimes 2 man forgets
himself. I am prepared to leave matters
in tbe hands of the House Committee. If

Others

[ASSEMBLY.}

it does not do its work, let us pass a vote
vf vensure mpen it,

Mr. LAMBERT: The House Committee
bave considered tbat certain restrictions
can reasunably be imposed upon members,
but they were obliged to have regard for
the peculiar position of Parliament and
the +elicacy of the circumstances. They
have thought it advisable that the refresh-
ment room should ke closed an hour after
Parliament rises. If this meets with the
approval of membere, it will be adopted.
The Hovse Committee are trying to do all
they can to see that the House is con-
dueted in a manner that will be appreci-
ated by everyone.

- Mr. LATHAM : We have selected a
House Committee to conduet these affairs.
e on this side want to see the staff wer
paid. If there is not sufficient money in
the vote for this purpose, it is the duty
of the House Committee to ask for am in-
crease. We have found the staff most con-
siderate and attentive, and there was no
necessity for all this display to-night. Se
long as we pay our employees, we have the
right to ask for any comforts we can get.

My, HUGHES: The member for Cellie
is wrong. 1 did not cast aspersions upon
anyone.

Mr. Wilson: You do not know when you
are casting aspersions.

The CHAIRMAN : Order !

Mr, HUGHES: I objected to what T
congidered was an insult. I had mno intea-
tion of casting aspersions upon anyone,
but mo member is at liberty to insuit me
with impunity. I hope I shall never
indulge in insult, but I reserve to myself
the right te hit back if T am hit.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Joint Printing Committee, £3,731:

Mr, MARSHALL: This vote ineludes the
puyments to the ‘‘ Hansard’’ reporters, who
of recent years, probably becauss of a
greater congestion of business in Parliament
and of the more numerous Royal Commis-
sions appeinted, have been compelled to work
much more strenuousty than was expected
of them formerly, Their salaries no doubt
were veasonable in days gone by, It was an
understood thing that when recess came the
‘‘Hansard’’ reporters would be able to en-
joy a few months' respite, like membhers of
Parliament, For several years past, how-
ever, that privilege has been denied them.
Seeing that they have now to work harder
and loenger than before, I think the Joint
Printing Committee might consider the ad-
visableness of recognising this fact in their
remuneration. I need not elaborate upon
the importance of the work of the ‘‘Han-
sard ' staff, nor upon their efficiency and
courtesy.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Hear, hear!

Mr. MARSHALL: I commend my sug-
gestion to the notice of the Printing Com-
mittee,

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Joint Library Conmitt- ¢, £327;
Ltem, Sub.librarien, £30:

Mr. WILSOX: The Sub-ibrarizn, I find,
is also the Clerk Aasistant, and his services
are remunerated with a total of £400 per
annum. Anyone who has observed the work
ot the ('lerk Assistant knows him fo be a
very painstaking officer who does a great
deal for the House. The salary might well
be increased from £50 to £100. The corres-
ponding position of (lerk Assistant in South
Australia carries a salary of £300 a year.
I do not helieve that South Australia has
& more efficient Clerk Assistant than West-
ern Australia hag in Mr. Steere.  1f the (lerk
of the Assembly get L6560, the Clerk Awssistant
shouvld get threc-quarters of that amount.
I ohserve that in connection with this As-
sembly four officers are receiving inercases,
and as Mr. Steere’s salary has remained
unaltered for years it is up to the llouse
Comunittee to grant him an increase. The
Clerk Assigtant does some really fine work
for the House.

The Minieter for Lands: We are now
dealing with the item Sub-librarian. More-
over, the man who does the work doesn't
get the money.

My, WILSON: 1 ¢commend the matter to
the attention of the House Committee.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS : The
amount of £50, which has beern paid for
some years, is quite sufficient for the work
of the Bub-librarian. As a fact, the office
clerk mostly does the “work, as anyone who
i in the habit of going to the library knows.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: But a  lot
of work has to be done hefore the hooks
reach the library.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the office clerk shoulil have some eredit for
his work, as well as other officers, For the
attention that is given to the library, the
Sub-librarian is well paid with £50,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The item
for the Librarian, I notice, is struck out
altogether. !

The Minister for Lands: HWead the foot-
nate and see whether we have a Librarian.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The Sub-
librarian has done good work. We have an
excellent library, which is well relected ami
well managed, and we ghould pav our Bub-
librarian a great deal more. Without any
responsibility for a- libracy, the ¢lerk A
sistant in ancther place receives a higher
salary. Really, the Sub-lihrarian should be
appointed Librarian and get the amovnt of
the disearded item.

Ar. Lambert: What ar~ hin dies?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: He keeps
the lihrary in order, anil orders new hooks,
and supervises generally.  Parliament has
declared that there shall be only a Sub-
librarian.

Mr. Lambert: T consider that we keep
same rubbishy old books in the library; ther
are not worth reading.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member requires seientific hooks, while other

1333

members desire literature of other deserip-
tions. Ours is an excellent library, and we
shoulill not hesitate to pay Mr. Rteere for the
work hc does.

Mr. MARSHALL: I oqggree with the
Leader of the Cpposition. The Cletk of
the Assewbly has inr more work to do than
the Clerk in the Council. The position of
Librarian, which carried with it an allow-
ance of £150 a year, was held by our Clerk,
who rveceived £450, thes bringing up his
salary to £600, The salary of the Clerk
in the ("ouncil has been increased to £600,
although he does mot have anything like
as much to do as our official. Seeing that
the £150 for the Litrarian las: been de-
ducted, it would almost appear as though
that money has been wasted in the past, in-
asmucl: ns the Estimates now show no pay-
ment for that position.

The Minister for Lands: That item was

included as a bluff. The money is accounted
for in its proper place in the Estimates
Now.
Mr. MARSHALL: If the Minister for
Lands contends that the Clerk in the Coun-
cil does as much work as the Clerk of the
Assembly, [ disagree with him, .

Mr. LAMBERT: As indieated by the
Minister for Lands, the inclusion of the
vote of £130 for the Librarian in past Esti-
mates was migleading, That money is now
transferred to the salary of the Clerk of
the Assembly, which now appears as £600.
As the Clerk of the Assembly is not earry-
ing oit the duties of Librarian, the Esti-
mates should not provide any such entry,
suggesting that he waa doing work that en-
titled him to £150 a year. Although the
Parliamentary Library looks nice, it could
be considerably improved. ]

Mr. Teeadale: If you had your way yom
would have all bocks on the shelves that
dealt with mining matters, particularly
nbout manganese.

Mr. LAMBERT: Not at all. T would see
that the library was reasonably informative,
Hon, 8ir James Mitcheli: So it is.

Mr, LAMBERT: Our library should not
consist of the latest works of fiction deal-
ing with the flapper type and men of leisure,
We should have books dealing with the lat-
est phase of econpmics and the latest de-
velopments in commerce and industry. There
is not to be found in the library at present
any work that would impress itself upon
a gathering of blackfellowa. Our library
should consist wholly and solely of works
that will improve our knowledpe and under-
standing and be of assistance to ug in dis-
cussing matters of State.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: We have a won-
derful library, and I read the books.

The CHATRMAXN: The member for Cool-
gardie must keep to the point. The item
deals with the Sub-librarian.

My, LAMBERT: T am pointing out that
it is necessary to immrove the standard of
our library. The Parliamentary library |
should not he a cheap aggregation of fic-
tion,
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12 o’clock midnight,

The CHAIRMAN: 'The hon, member
must deal with the item before the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: We do not want trashy
novels in the library,

Mr. Wilson: We bave not five per cent.
of novels in the library.

Hon. T. WALKER: The original sug-
gestion made by the member for Collic was
that we should increase the salary of the
Clerk Assistant.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On a
point of order: we cannot go back to that.

The CHAIRMAN: No, we are now on
Ttem, ‘‘Grant to Library.'’

Vote put and passcd.

Vote—Premier’s Department, £10,706:

Mr., THOMS80OXN: 1 should like some
information 1in respect of several of
the items shown here. For instance,
‘‘Travelling expenses to members of

Parliament’’ reveals a dcerease of £184.
Then the item *¢Ministerial and Parliamen-
tary Visits and State Ceremonials’’ shows a
decrcase of £775.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
are not decreases. Actually they constitute
ingrenses, Lagt year we had the visit of
the Special Squadren.

Mr. THOMSON : Obviously it is proposed
here to save about £1,400 on two or three
of these items. Then there ia the item
*‘Payment to Railway Department to cover
all charges for free passes and special
trains.’’ That seems to me like double bank-

ing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
no double-banking. There are certain con-
cessions, and every time an officer goes to
the Eastern States we have to pay his fare.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Governor's Establishment, £3,189;
Exeeutive Council, £5—agreed to.

Vote— London Ayency, £11,109:

Ttem, Exhibits for Savey House, £50.

Mr. THOMSON: The vote shows a net
decrease of £1,708. What provision is made
for publicity in England? Western Aus-
tralin. is little known in England, outside of
Londou.

Mr, Teesdale: Tinless there is a murder.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, a murder is broad-
casted. We shouldl expend a certain amount
to give publicity to the apportunities and
advantagea offered by the State, We are
praviding £5¢ for exhibits at Savoy House;
last year £19 was expended for the same
purpose. The member for Roebourne has
previously referred to these exhibits, and 1
agree with him that they should be main-
tained better than they have been in the
past. Savoy House is the place to display
our goods and show what we can produce,

The Minister for Railways: We did that
at the Wembley Exhibition.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSON: But that is over, Valu-
able exhibits were sent Home, and I sheuld
like to see the {iovernment procure them for
use at Savoy House and for display in other
parts of England. That is what Canada is
doing.

Mr. Teesdale: Those exhibits that belong
to the State will go to Savoy House.

Mr. Lambert: Some of the exhibits bave
not been taken out of the ecellar in Lendon
and a lot never left Australia.

Mr. THOMSON: I8 the hon. member re-
ferring to goods sent Home for exhibitionr

Mr, Lambert: Yes,

*Mr. THOMBUN:
shame,

Mr. Corbay: [t is a fact, nevertheless,

Mr. THOMSON : [t is a disgrace to those
responsible.

Mr, Corboy: The Commonwealth
mittee were respensible,

Mr. THOMSON: This State must spend
money to obtain proper publicity. Tt weuld
pay to get a good pressman with an exten-
give knowledge of Western Anstralia to un-
dertake this work. Some pressmen have ren-
dered assistance purely from patriotic mo-
tives. If we can afford money to boost a
cortain administration, we should be able to
afford some to boost our State in England,
g0 that we may attract men with eapital.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with the exhibition now, That comes under
another vote,

Mr, THOMSON: BSavoy Honse should bv
properly dressed with exhibits as the show
window of the State. The staniard of the
exhibits should be maintained; in fact, the
progress of the State should be reflected in
the exhibits at Savoy House. I hope the
Government will' secure the exhibits that
were sent Home {or the exhibition and place
them on view at Savoy House nnd in other
hig centres.

The Minister for Lands: Those exhibits
belong to the public, not to the Govern-
ment, and besides you would want another
storey on Savoy House.

Mr, THOMBON: Such exhibits wounld be
of great assistance from a migration point
of view. We are spending 2 considerable
sun of money at Savoy Houase, and it would
be penny wise aund pound foolish not to
spend a little more in order to obtain
the best results. Provision should Le made
for the appoiniment of a duly qualified pub-
licity agent to put forward the claims of
Western Australia.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
question of advertising for migrants is in
the hands of the Commonwealth. Many pub-
lications are issued disclosing the possi-
bilities of Western Australia. The literature
that has been circulated at the Exhibition
dealing with this State is of a more in-
formative and interesting mature than that
denling with anv other State of the Com-
monwealth. T Jdo not see why we should be
called upon to spend money in sttracting
migrants with their own financial resources

Then it is a damnad

Com-



[16 OcvroBER, 1924.]

if the Commonwealth authorities are already
deoing it. Western Ausiralia never had more
Press reports published in England than is
the case to-day. There is no necessity to
appoint a publicity ofticer at Savoy House
because the work is already being well done.
I ha@ no idea that there had heen such de-
velopments in this respeet.

Mr, Themson: That is & goed thing.
[Hon, T. Walker lvok the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
has been a chunge of exhibits at Savoy
House.

Mr. LAMBERT: We are not getting
value for our money at the Apgent General’s
office. Last vear out of a vote of £50 we
spent £19 on exhibits at Savoy House,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But they are
given to us.

Mr., LAMBERT: 1t represents the shop
window of Western Australia in London.
This yenr it is anticipated that the great
mineral, agricultural, pastoral, eotton and
other resources of this State will be repre-
sented by an exhibition purchasced for the
miserable sum of £50.

Mr, Teesdale: You do mnot want gold
specimens exhibited running into hundreds
of pounds.

Mr. LAMBERT : There are very fow
exhibits. The position is seandalous, The
London Agency spent £306 on upkeep of
motor cars; although - there iz no vote for
that, This year provision is made for £450
in that eonnection, Contrast that with
£19 for exhibits!

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman. Is the member for Coolgardie
to keep on repeating ‘‘£19°’ indefinitely?

The CHATRMAN: I would remind the
member for (nolgardie that there is such
a violation of the Standing Orders as
tedious repetition.

Mr. LAMBERT: An oxpeoditure ot
£1,000 would not be ton much for the
State's shop window in London. T would
like an explanation of the expenditure of
£306 on motor cars.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : That is
not mew expenditure. Tt was. previously
distributed over the various departments
for which work was done by the Londoa
Agency. The agency employs engineers
and others fo inspect goods purchased en
behalf of the Siate. The expenditure,
which is of many yeara’ standing, appears
in nne item now sc that a hetter record
may be kept of it.

Vote put and passed.

Votes - Publie  Serviee Commissioner,
£1.i35: (orvernment Mator Car Service,
£3.526; Printing, £62.878; Tourist and

Publicity Bureauw, £1526—agreed to.

Vate—Literary and Scientifie  Grants,

ete., EN.I75.
[53]
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ltem- Law Library, £100.
Mr. HUGHES: I move ar amendment—
That the item be struck out.

[ take this action because people who de-
sire exelugive privileges should be prepared
to pay the price of those privileges. The
law library at the Supremn: Court is open
only to legal practitionera,

The Minister for Lands: And to the
officers of the Crown Law Dopartment,

Mr. Teesdale: Cannot a memher of Par-
liament use the law library?

Mr. HUGHES: No, unless he is one of
the anointed. If the general taxpayer is
to be saddled with this expenditure, the
law library should not be confined 0 mem-
bers of the legal profession, but should be
transferred preferably to the Public
Library where it would be available to tha
general public. The last three records
dealing with the incidence of income tax
show that lawyers have been in receipt of
an average taxzable income of £700 a yeur,
and men in receipt of such salaries should
be prepared to pay for excluiive privileges
they enjoy.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
the Committee will not agree to the
amendment. The library is used by the
nfficials of the Crown Law Department.

The CHAIRMAN: And may be used by
members of Parlianient.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The feex
received from those who sit for examima-
tions entitling them to become legal prac-
tioners are also contributed towards the
upkeep of tbe library which is necessary
in order to enable our Crown Law officers
to consult the latest werks.

Mr., MARSHALL: While T would mot
agree to anything that wounld prevent the
officers of the Crown Law Department
maiuntaining efliciency and an up-to-date
acquaintance with the latest decisions, 1
will not agree to @& vote that is for the
exelusive privilege of lawyers who ean well
afford to provide those privileges for them-
saelves,

Mr. North: Lawyers have to pay se much
every year for the privilege of using the
library, and if they do not pay they are
not allowed to do so.

Mr., MARSHALY.: If that is so, T with-
draw my oppogition.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: For the
information of hon. members T would point
out that the law Hhrary is controlled by the
Law and Parliamentary Tibrary Act, 1889,
Section ¢4 of which is as follows:—

The T.aw Library shall be for the nse of
the judges of the Supreme Conrt, the
members of the Legislature, the law offi-
cers of the Crown, and all magistrates,
free of echarge, and for the use of =uech
other persons on pavment of sueh snh-
seriptions and under such restrictions as
the judges of the Supreme Court mav
from time to time'determine, who shall
have power from time fo time to make,
alter, and repeal regulaticng for the man-
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agrement uf the said likrary: provided al-

ways, that no book in the Law Library

shall be removable by any Lerson what-
ever from the court Lhounse of the Supreme

Court.

Mr, DAVY: This grant is a very small
contribution by the communify towards the
maintenance of the law Jibrary. Every
memler of the legal profession who usey
that library has to pay a substantial sum
for the privilege. When the High Court
of Australia come to Western Awstralia
they have the use of the librarv. That
library plays a substantial part i the ad-
ministration of justice.

Amendment put and negatived
Vote put and passad.

Vote—Treasury, £17,619:

Mr, HUOGHES : Speaking generally on
this “Vote, I desire to point ovt that, in
order to diseuss the Vote intelligently.
we should have here the Auditor General’s
report on the depariment. The Auditor
General is Parliament’s watchdog, charged
with seeing that the Estimates are
properly expended and that the statement
presented to Parliament is true and cor-
rect. We are very much in the dark when
agked to pass these Estimates without hav-
ing first perused the Auditor General’s re-
port. Tt is of no use getting that report
after we have passed this Vote.

Vote put and passed.
Votes—Audit, £12.305; Compnasionate Al-
lowances, £1,437 ; Government Savings Bank,

£84,180; Government Stores, £15,861—agreed
to.

Progress reported,

House adjourned at T am. (Friday.)

Regislative Counctl,

Tuesday, £1st October, 1974,
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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.3
p.m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL,]

QUESTION—LOTTERIES AND
SWEEPS.

Hon. A, BURVILL asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, How many lotteries or sweeps
have been conducted during the years 1921,
1922, and 1923, respectively, in this State?
2, On how many occasions has permission
been granted by the Government to conduct
such sweeps or lotteries? 3, What are the
names  of  the societies or institutions
granted such permission?

The (COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Not known, It is believed that in many
cases lotteries were conducted without the
knowledge of the Government, 2, 525 for
the period 1921-22.23. 3, Religious bodies,
Hospitals, Labour organisations, for halls
and charitable purposes, Agricultural halls
and other public halls, Sporting bodies for
charitable purposes, R.8.P.C.A,, RSL. and
branches, Boys’ Clubs, Orphanages, Benefit
Societies, Children’s Christmas treats and
picnics, Soldiers’ memorials, Benevolent
Homes, Railway and Tramway Medical
Funds, W.A. Police Association Widow and
Orphans’ Funds, Appeals for blind, Wooro-
loo Sanatorium, Mechanics’ Institutes, Ugly
men’s Association, Y.A.L., Nursing Schemes,
Convent Schools, Silver Chain, Maimed and
Limbless Soldiers, Unemployed, Persons in
distressed cireumstances.

BILLS (3)—REPORT.
1, Noxious Weeds.
2, Fremantle Municipal Tramways.
3, Private Savings Bank.
Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,
Debate resumed from 14th Oectober.

Hon. J, E, DODD (Sonth) [4.37]: I
recognise the importance of the Bill; in-
deed I agree with what Dr. Saw has said
in this respect. .Any measure that affects
the lives and liberty of the people demands
our earnest consideration. TUndoubtedly the
jury system and any amendment thereof
does affect the lives and liberty of the whole
of the people. Boet whilst 1 woull nat
lightly disregard the experiences of the
past, I think we ought not to go to ex-
tremes jn the new direction and alfow our-
selves, like the United States, to he governed
hy what i3 there termed ‘‘The dead hand of
the Constitntion,’! T have been astonished
at the evolution of the jury system during
the last few years. In the days of my hoy-
hood all fatal mining accidents went to a
jury of 12. Gradually that number was re-
duced to six, but here in Western Australia
to-day it is down to three. Then, only three
or four years ago, we passed the Coroners
Act. On that ocecasion I pointed out thai it
meant another inroad into the jury systam,



